
 1 

Om Sri MahaaGanapathaye Namah Om Sri Gurubhyo Namah Om Rishibhyo Namah 

 
Sri Krishna Homam 
Laghu Paddhati (Short Procedure) 
 
By P.V.R. Narasimha Rao (www.VedicAstrologer.org) 
Date of current version: 2009 July 04 
 
A Word from the author 
 
My spiritual master Dr Manish Pandit hails from Pune, India and lives in Manchester, UK. The 
idea of spreading homam in the world was revealed to him in a dream a few years ago. He saw 
eight elevated beings in a dream. They transported him across blue skies to Chennai, India, 
where he was shown the big fire that was to be lighted in future. They told him to start the work. 
They assured him that homam as a spiritual sadhana was very appropriate in Kali yuga. As 
spiritually inclined people have fewer and fewer hours to spend on spiritual sadhana everyday 
with the progressing Kali yuga, sadhanas that work fast are more relevant. Homam works much 
faster than japam and other spiritual sadhanas. They told him that the practice of homam would 
transform into a movement that would reach across caste, class and race barriers. 
 
Later, when we were performing a Shata Chandi Homam in the first week of March 2006 at the 
Kalikambal temple in Chennai, he had a darshan of Divine Mother on a Friday and was 
reassured by Her about the right course of events regarding spreading homam. A Mahaganapathi 
homam manual was published later and several people are performing it daily or weekly or 
monthly.  
 
When we were in Mayapur, India in May 2008, we were mesmerized by the spiritual vibrations 
at Mayapur due to the continuous chanting of mahamantra by so many people there. We received 
an inspiration to create a manual for a Sri Krishna homam based on the mahamantra. 
 
What is Homam 
 
Homam is a fire ritual of sacrifice. It is also known as homa or havan or yajna (yagya) or yajana. 
In homam, divine presence is invoked into fire using specific procedures. Then materials are 
sacrificed into fire, along with sacred chants (mantras). The sacrifices are supposed to reach 
gods. It is interesting to note that fire ritual is an ancient practice and several religions taught 
worshipping gods in fire. 
 
Bhagavad Gita on Fire Sacrifice 
 
In Bhagavad Gita, Sri Krishna mentions yajna in several places. 
 

¸ÀºÀAiÀÄeÁÕB ¥ÀæeÁB ¸ÀÈµÁÖB ¥ÀÅgÉÆÃªÁZÀ ¥ÀæeÁ¥ÀwB| C£ÉÃ£À ¥Àæ¸À«µÀåzsÀéA KµÀ ªÉÇÃ„¹Û÷éµÀÖPÁªÀÄzsÀÄPï||  
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3-10 
 
Translation: Having created beings along with yajna (sacrifice), Prajapati said before, “Be happy 
by this [yajna], may this fulfill your desires.” 
 

EµÁÖ£ï ¨sÉÆÃUÁ£ï » ªÉÇÃ zÉÃªÁ zÁ¸ÀåAvÉÃ AiÀÄdÕ s̈Á«vÁB| vÉÊgï zÀvÁÛ£ï C¥ÀæzÁAiÉÄÊ s̈ÉÆåÃ AiÉÆÃ 

¨sÀÄAPÉÛÃ ¸ÉÛÃ£À KªÀ ¸ÀB|| 3-12 
 
Translation: Nourished by the offerings in the yajna, gods give the desired results to beings. One 
who experieces results given by gods without satisfying them with yajna is but a thief. 
 

C£Áßzï ¨sÀªÀAw ¨sÀÆvÁ¤ ¥Àdð£Áåzï C£Àß¸ÀA¨sÀªÀB| AiÀÄeÁÕzï ¨sÀªÀw ¥Àdð£ÉÆåÃ AiÀÄdÕB PÀªÀÄð¸ÀA¨sÀªÀB|| 

3-14 
 
Translation: All beings are brought into being by food, food is brought into being by rain, rain is 
brought into being by yajna and yajna is born of action. 
 

AiÀÄeÉÕÃ vÀ¥À¹ zÁ£ÉÃ ZÀ ¹ÜwB ¸Àzï Ew ZÉÆÃZÀåvÉÃ| PÀªÀÄð ZÉÊªÀ vÀzÀyÃðAiÀÄA ¸À¢vÉåÃªÁ©ü¢üÃAiÀÄvÉÃ|| 

17-27 
 
Translation: Being absorbed in yajna, austerity and charity is good. Action related to these is not 
tainted, but remains pure. 
 

AiÀÄdÕzÁ£ÀvÀ¥ÀBPÀªÀÄð £À vÁådåA PÁAiÀÄðªÉÄÃªÀ vÀvï| AiÀÄeÉÆÕÃ zÁ£ÀA vÀ¥À±ÉÑöÊªÀ ¥ÁªÀ£Á¤ ªÀÄ¤Ã¶uÁªÀiï|| 

18-5 
 
Translation: Acts of yajna, charity and austerity are never to be given up. Yajna, charity and 
austerity are purifying even to great men. 
 
Discussion of Bhagavad Gita Teachings 
 
The sacrifices made by human beings in fire nourish gods and give them energy to deliver their 
responsibilities and distribute various good things to various living beings. Yajna is a 
responsibility of a learned person, which one should never give up. Actions like yajna purify 
those performing them and contribute to the smooth running of the world and well being of all 
living beings. 
 
Vishnu sahasra naama stotra taught by Bhishma in Maha Bharata gives “yajna” as one of the 
thousand names of Lord Vishnu. Lord Vishnu Himself manifests as yajna and one can reach 
Lord Vishnu through yajna. When we say that the offerings in yajna reach various gods and help 
them run the universe smoothly, we are essentially saying that the energy of Lord Vishnu is 
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distributed to various gods through yajna enabling them to discharge their duties. It is in fact the 
essence of Lord Vishnu that actually runs the universe.  
 
In Kali yuga, “sankirtana yajna” has been suggested by Chaitanya Mahaprabhu and Srila 
Prabhupada as an alternative to the external fire ritual. If god’s name is chanted with devotion 
while material objects are offered to external fire, it is one kind of yajna. If one forgets the hustle 
bustle of daily material life of the fast age for a while and chants god’s name with devotion, it is 
another kind of sacrifice to the internal fire. The latter is good too. 
What burns karmas and purifies one is the fire, whether external or internal. Because the internal 
fire is very weak or not even burning in most people, use of an external fire atleast in the 
beginning can kick start one’s spiritual sadhana. One who is not able to feed various gods with 
yajna in the weak internal fire can atleast use a powerful external fire to discharge the duty and 
slowly increase one’s internal fire as a blessing from that discharge of duty. As that happens, one 
will be able to focus and become immersed in one’s meditation and chanting better. 
 
When an elevated soul chants prayers, it is not any less than a big external fire. The internal fire 
burns brightly in such people and simple chanting is equivalent to a yajna. Before one reaches 
such a stage, yajna with an external fire is useful. However, it is interesting to note that several 
elevated souls perform yajnas with external fire even though they don’t need to. Rishis of ancient 
times performed fire rituals regularly. It may be noted that Srila Prabhupada, founder of 
ISKCON (International Sri Krishna CONsciousness), also performed yajna several times. 
 
Common Mis-conceptions 
 
(1) Misconception: Homam is very difficult to perform. It is for experts only. 
 
Comment: Not really. Several people who did not know anything about how to do any kind of 
worship conducted homam by themselves by reading the documents prepared by this author. It is 
a very simple practice. People made it complicated over the years. But it is essentially simple. 
 
(2) Misconception: One must either do a “perfect” homam or not do any homam at all. A perfect 
homam takes a very long time. 
 
Comment: Though one may eat a sumptuous meal on an important festival day, one does not 
necessarily get a lot of energy from it. One gets most of one’s energy from the regular dal 
(lentils) and rice that one eats everyday. 
 
Though there are complicated versions of homam, it is better to do a simple homam on a regular 
basis than to do a complicated version very rarely. A small half-hour or one-hour homam done 
on a daily basis is far better for spiritual sadhana than a big annual or half-yearly homam. 
 
(3) Misconception: If mistakes happen in a homam, the consequences will be bad. 
 
Comment: If a homam is performed with a saattwik spirit for saattwik purposes, there are no 
risks. 
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If you act nice with your parents because you want their money, you have to understand their 
thinking well, take the advice of people who know them well and act very carefully to get money 
from them. Mistakes can be costly and spoil your goal. 
But, if you act nice with your parents simply because you love them and want to show your love, 
you do not need to be careful. You just show your love in whatever way you know. There is no 
need to follow anybody’s advice strictly and there are no risks. 
 
Similarly, you have to be careful if you perform a homam for certain material goals (such as 
getting money, attracting someone, destroying someone etc). If you perform a homam just to 
show your love to god, cleanse yourself spiritually and make yourself worthy of divine 
communion, then there are no risks. The procedure taught in this document is based on the 
teachings of rishis and it is safe for anybody to use. Small mistakes will not result in any 
punishment. 
 
In fact, it is expected that everybody who uses this document is interested in only the second 
kind of goal, i.e. spiritual cleansing and upliftment.  
 
(4) Misconception: One not initiated by a guru (master) cannot perform homam or recite certain 
mantras. 
 
Comment: If one receives a mantra or a procedure from the mouth of a master, it is analogous to 
a millionaire opening a bank account in his son’s name with a high starting balance. The son is 
lucky, as he is starting off with a big balance. Similarly, some of the siddhi (attainment) the 
master has in the mantra or procedure is transferred to the disciple even as (s)he starts out. 
 
If one does not receive a mantra or a procedure from the mouth of a master, it is analogous to 
starting off with a zero bank balance. While it is useful to start off with a positive balance, it is 
neither necessary nor sufficient. There are sons of millionaires who used up the millions earned 
by parents and reduced them to zero, while there are some self-made men who made millions 
purely with self-effort. Similarly, one taught by the greatest guru can fall while one not taught by 
a guru can reach the ultimate. While it is desirable to have a guru, it is by no means compulsory. 
 
If one is the kind who needs to have a guru figure behind every mantra or procedure, one can 
think of the author and/or his spiritual master, Dr Manish Pandit from Pune, India (currently 
residing in Birmingham, UK) as the guru for this homam procedure. 
 
(5) Misconception: Those who are not learned in Veda cannot recite Veda mantras and perform 
homam based on Veda mantras. 
 
Comment: Jnaneshwar was a 12th century master. He was a great Krishna devotee. When he was 
asked to not recite Veda by a council of erudite scholars, as he was not formally qualified, he 
replied that every being had a right to recite Veda. When he started reciting, they tried to shut his 
mouth. Then, a buffalo standing next to him recited Veda! The scholars begged his pardon and 
corrected their narrow-minded attitude. 
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Many great souls like him taught that Veda could be recited by anyone. One engaged in tantric 
practices that serve specific purposes and give specific siddhis (attainments) need to be afraid of 
side effects and punishments for mistakes, but mantras from Veda were taught by great rishis for 
the highest purpose of self-realization. One reciting them need not be afraid of any side effects. 
Veda mantras are saattwik, self-correcting and ultimately leading to self-realization. 
 
Those who have an affinity to tantric practices should not be discouraged from learning and 
using them, but those who appreciate the teachings of rishis must be encouraged to recite Veda 
mantras and perform homam based on Veda mantras. The key is to have an attitude of 
submission and a desire for nothing other than self-realization and to do homam without any 
expectations whatsoever. Then there are no risks. 
 
The procedure taught in this document contains just a few Veda mantras, which are not very 
difficult to pronounce. 
 
(6) Misconception: Those who are not born in a Brahmin family cannot perform homam. 
 
Comment: One’s varna (caste) is not to be determined solely from the family one is born in. 
There are examples of men born to parents belonging to various castes performing tapascharya 
and becoming rishis. Maharshi Viswamitra, who taught the Savitru Gayatri mantra, was a 
kshatriya by birth. Maharshi Valmiki, who taught Brahma Jnana to Maharshi Bharadwaja, was a 
shoodra by birth. 
 
One who has affinity to knowledge is a Brahmin (scholar). One who has affinity to power and 
authority is a kshatriya (warrior). One who has affinity to money is a vaisya (trader). One who 
has affinity to carnal pleasures is a shoodra (worker). If a person born in a Brahmin family is 
after money, he becomes a vaisya and not a Brahmin. On the other hand, if a person born in a 
vaisya family desires nothing but knowledge and self-realization, he automatically becomes a 
Brahmin and very fit to perform homam. 
 
Irrespective of the caste of birth, one who is interested in knowledge (especially knowledge of 
self) and one whose interest in power, money and pleasures is decaying is fit to perform homam. 
 
(7) Misconception: Women cannot perform homam. 
 
Comment: There is a big difference between men and women when it comes to the gross body. 
But, at the level of subtle body or causal body, there is no difference based on gender. All 
spiritual practices operate mainly at the subtle and causal level. So, it makes no sense to have a 
total ban on women performing homam. 
 
However, there are some practical reasons behind the biases of tradition. Though there are no 
differences based on gender in the subtle body, the differences at the gross body level can come 
into play in the initial stages. However, for a homam like Sri Krishna homam, one cannot think 
of a valid reason to ban women. If homam can be avoided during the monthly period time, it is 
sufficient. 
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(8) Misconception: Homam is just like meditation. It is not any better. It does not really make 
any difference.  
 
Comment: The proof of the pudding is in eating it. If one tries performing a homam to the best of 
one’s ability on a daily basis for a few months, one will know what homam can do! After doing 
homam for several months, one will find that all other sadhanas one does become more effective 
as a result of homam. 
 
(9) Misconception: One should get a priest to do homam and not do it oneself. 
 
Comment: Let us revisit a previous analogy. If one wants to be nice to one’s parents to get their 
money, one may engage someone who will act on one’s behalf to get the money of parents. But, 
if one’s sole purpose is to just love one’s parents and show that love, it is better to do it directly 
than to engage other people. 
 
(10) Misconception: Before doing homam with any mantra, one must do japam of that mantra by 
a count that is ten times the homam count. For example, one must do japam by a count of 10,000 
before one does homam by a count of 1,000. 
 
Comment: This convention is not without reason. The true meaning of this convention is that 
homam is ten times more powerful than japam. If one does a mantra 1,000 in a homam, it is 
equivalent to doing the mantra 10,000 in japam. If one wants, one can offer the mantra entirely in 
external fire and there is no need to do any japam before doing homam. 
 
All thumb rules and conventions have exceptions. If a rishi with a very strong internal fire does 
dhyanam, it is equivalent to a homam and the “ten times” rule does not apply. However, for most 
normal people, homam is ten times more powerful than japam. The bottomline is that the 
strength and the purity of the medium that accommodates the presence of the deity who receives 
the mantra will decide the effectiveness of the mantra. 
 
About This Document 
 
This document describes a short procedure for performing Sri Krishna homam, which takes 30-
45 minutes. This document is for those who are interested in performing Sri Krishna homam by 
themselves every day or week or month. This document is prepared based on a Bhagavad Gita 
Homam procedure taught in tradition. The procedure taught here is simple enough to do daily 
and yet retains all the important steps in a full-fledged traditional Vedic homam. Those who want 
an even simpler procedure with fewer mantras may refer to Appendix A for a super-short 
procedure with bare minimum mantras. 
 
One should consult one’s elders and gurus and decide whether one is allowed to perform a 
homam or not. If one thinks one is allowed to do homam and is interested in doing homam on a 
regular basis but does not know how to do it, then one can use this document to learn one way to 
do it. If one’s gurus have taught one a different procedure, one may use the procedure taught by 
one’s gurus. This document is for the benefit of those who do not know any procedure and want 
to learn some procedure to do homam. Those who learnt a slightly different procedure from the 
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previous versions of this document need not worry and either follow what they have already 
learnt or switch to the procedure in this document. 
 
Correct Attitude 
 
While it is good to follow the procedure faithfully, it is even more important to surrender oneself 
to god, leave ego and identify one’s self with the deity in the fire when performing the homam. If 
that is there, all other minor errors will have no negative effect. If that is not there, even an 
impeccably performed homam will not have any tangible effect. Like mentioned earlier, the goal 
is to melt ego (I-ness or sense of self) and create a vacuum within oneself, so that the deity can 
fill it. Complete devotion, single-minded focus on deity/mantra/procedure and minimization of 
the activity of body and mind can help one achieve that eventually. 
 
If one has an over-active mind, doing pranayama before homam can be useful. The time around 
sunrise in the morning is a particularly conducive to a pleasant Sri Krishna homam. 
 
Materials Needed 
 
Must have 
 
• One homa kundam1 (a copper container with preferably a square shaped base). If a homa 

kundam is not available, one can dig a square shaped pit in the ground (with 1-2 foot sides 
and half to one foot deep) and arrange a few layers of bricks around the pit. 

• Dry coconut halves (available in Indian stores) or wood (for burning) 
• Ghee (clarified butter) from cow’s milk. It is available in Indian stores. If unable to find, just 

get some butter and melt it in low heat. After it melts, some black stuff will separate from the 
melted liquid. Filter out the black deposit and use the liquid. It will solidify after a time. 
Before the homam, melt it again and use it. 

• A wooden spoon/ladle to put ghee into the fire 
• Some akshatas. Those can be made by mixing raw (uncooked) white (or brown) rice grains 

with a drop of sesame oil (or some other oil) and a pinch of turmeric powder. Instead of 
turmeric powder, one can also use vermilion (kumkum) powder used for the dot on the 
forehead. 

• A small lamp, consisting of a wick that can be lit in sesame oil/ghee. A candle can also be 
used as an alternative, though it is better to burn ghee or sesame oil than wax. 

• A match box to light fire 
• One tumbler or cup to store water. It should preferably be made of silver or copper or clay. If 

unavailable, you may use steel or glass. 
• One spoon (preferably silver or copper) 
• Some water 
 
 
 

                                                 
1 If in India, search for “Havan Kund” on http://shopping.rediff.com. If in US, search for “Kund” on 
http://indousplaza.com. 
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Optional 
 
• A small idol of Krishna or Vishnu. If you have none, use a metallic coin or any metallic 

object. Actually, you can do without any idol and just invoke Sri Krishna in fire.  
• A mixture of various auspicious materials known as the havan samagri (available in India 

stores), if possible. 
• Some sandalwood powder, turmeric powder and kumkum (vermilion) powder 
• Some flowers or flower petals 
• Some sesame seeds, some mamra/murmura (puffed white rice), some nuts, some mildly 

popped corn and other materials that can be offered in fire. Small fruits are also fine. Honey 
can also be used. All these are optional. The absolute minimum needed is coconut pieces and 
ghee. 

• Some darbhas (dried blades of sacred grass). Check with a local temple priest to find out how 
to procure them. If darbhas are unavailable, you may think of creative alternatives. For 
example, find some other dry grass or dry leaves or just thin twigs and pray to your ishta 
devata (favorite deity) before the homam to make them acceptable. 

• An incense stick (agarbatti) if available and a holder to stick it to (a banana can be used 
instead) 

• Camphor and a container or plate for lighting camphor and offering haarati 
• Some food that you can offer to god. Eggs, meat and seafood should not be used in that food. 

In fact, do not eat eggs, meat and seafood on the day of homam. Onion, garlic, strong spices 
and too much of chillies should also be avoided in the food cooked for God. Fruits are also 
fine. Just sugar or brown sugar or rock candy sugar or jaggery can be offered to god too. 
When using sugar, please note that the normal white refined sugar used these days has bone 
ash in it. Brown sugar, vegetarian sugar or jaggery are to be prefered. 

• Some milk, if available. 
 
Preparation Before Homam 
 
(1) Instead of arranging homa kundam directly on the floor, place a wood plank or something 

on the floor, wrapped with aluminum foil (or some such thing), and put 4 bricks of the 
same height on it and place the homa kundam on the bricks. Thus, there is some air and a 
wooden plank under the homa kundam and the floor does not get heated up. 

(2) If you want easy cleaning, place some aluminum foils on the floor all around the plank 
containing homa kundam. If ghee or something is spilled in that area, it is easy to clean. 

(3) If you want, you can also cover the interior of homa kundam with some aluminum foils, so 
that it is easy to clean. 

(4) Make some food items to offer to god. You can just use rock sugar candy or raisins or dates 
or fruits or jaggery also. Please see the notes in the previous section on this. 

(5) Cook a little plain white rice. I put a few grains of rice and a little water in a small 
container and put it in microwave oven before my homam and cooked rice is ready at the 
end when I need it. If this is not possible, take a banana or apple or some other fruit and 
make it into 6 slices. 

(6) Fill water in the tumbler/cup and place the spoon in it. 
(7) Make a seat for yourself in front of the homa kundam. Ideally you should be facing east, 

i.e. homa kundam should be on the east from you. On the east of the homa kundam, place a 
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small plate or a wooden plank, make a pile of some rice grains on it and place the idol (or a 
metal/clay object such as a coin) on it. You can decorate based on your ability and taste. An 
idol is optional. You can worship Sri Krishna directly in fire. 

(8) From the middle of the western edge of the homam kundam, draw two parallel red lines 
with kumkum (vermilion) powder towards your seat. They should go east-west and connect 
homa kundam to your seat. Melt the ghee and place the bowl containing it on those lines. 

(9) Cut dry coconuts into small pieces. Pieces of 1 inch x 1 inch size are useful. 
(10) Important: Do not consume any food within 3-4 hours before the homam (atleast one hour). 

Evacuate the bowels before homam and take bath. Stomach should be empty during a 
homam for the best experience. 

 
Homam Procedure 

 
Anujnaa (Permission) 
 
Before starting the homam, think in your mind of Mother Earth who is bearing you, Lord 
Ganesha who removes obstacles, your ishta devata (favorite deity), your parents, the rishis of 
your gothra (if you know them), all the rishis and all your gurus. Then say the following, while 
mentally requesting all the gods to co-operate with your homam. 
 

NA …IÄzÁÞ÷å†¸Àä …ºÀªÉåöÊ£Àð†ªÀÄ¸ÉÆÃ…¥À¸À†zÀå| …«ÄvÀæA …zÉÃªÀA †«Ä…vÀæzsÉÃ†AiÀÄA £ÉÆÃ C¸ÀÄÛ| …C…£ÀÆ…gÁzsÁ£ï …ºÀ«†µÁ 

…ªÀzsÀð†AiÀÄAvÀB| …±ÀvÀA fÃ†ªÉÃªÀÄ …±ÀgÀ…zÀB ¸À†«ÃgÁB| 
 
If you have a “pavitram” (a ring made of darbha or a special ring made of metal), wear it now. If 
you don’t have a pavitram, take any ring that you have, pray to your ishta devata and wear it. It 
should be worn on the right hand ring finger. If you don’t have a ring, don’t worry and move on. 
 
Aachamanam (sipping water to purify) 
 
Take a little water from the tumbler into your right hand with a spoon. Drink the water after 
saying the first item below. Take more water with the spoon into your hand, say the second item 
below and drink it. Take more water, say the third item below and drink it. Imagine that Vishnu 
who is within you is getting that water. 
 

NA PÉÃ±ÀªÁAiÀÄ ¸ÁéºÁ| NA £ÁgÁAiÀÄuÁAiÀÄ ¸ÁéºÁ| NA ªÀiÁzsÀªÁAiÀÄ ¸ÁéºÁ| 
 
Vighneswara Pooja (worshipping the remover of obstacles) 
 
In order to not have any obstacles in the pooja, we have to pray to Ganesha in the beginning. Just 
read the following verses: 
 

±ÀÄPÁèA§gÀzsÀgÀA «µÀÄÚA ±À²ªÀtðA ZÀvÀÄ¨sÀÄðdA| ¥Àæ¸À£ÀßªÀzÀ£ÀA zsÁåAiÉÄÃvï ¸ÀªÀð «WÉÆßÃ¥À±ÁAvÀAiÉÄÃ|| 

CUÀeÁ£À£À ¥ÀzÁäPÀðA UÀeÁ£À£ÀªÀÄºÀ¤ð±ÀA| C£ÉÃPÀzÀA vÀA ¨sÀPÁÛ£ÁA KPÀzÀAvÀA G¥Á¸ÀäºÉÃ|| 
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ªÀPÀævÀÄAqÀ ªÀÄºÁPÁAiÀÄ PÉÆÃn¸ÀÆAiÀÄð¸ÀªÀÄ¥Àæ¨sÀ| ¤«ðWÀßA PÀÄgÀÄ ªÉÄÃ zÉÃªÀ ¸ÀªÀðPÁAiÉÄÃðµÀÄ ¸ÀªÀðzÁ|| 
 
Pray within your mind to Ganesha to remove obstacles from your homam. If you have time, 
energy and inclination (or when you are doing a longer version), you can even make a small 
Ganesha idol with turmeric and water and do shodasopachaara pooja to the idol. But just reading 
the above verses and praying to Ganesha in mind should suffice for a short homam that is 
performed on a regular basis. 
 
Praanaayaamam (restraining the life force) 
 
Take some akshatas (see “Materials Needed” for a description of how to make them) in the the 
left palm, place the left palm on the left lap, hold the nostrils with the right hand and do 
praanaayaamam. Place the little finger and ring finger on the left nostril and thumb on the right 
nostril. Close the left nostril, open the right nostril by releasing the thumb and say the Gayatri 
mantra mentally while gently breathing in through the right nostril (without making any 
breathing sound). If you don’t know the Gayatri mantra, use one of the following mantras: 
 

NA £ÀªÉÆÃ ¨sÀUÀªÀvÉÃ ªÁ¸ÀÄzÉÃªÁAiÀÄ|    NA £ÀªÀÄ²êªÁAiÀÄ|    NA UÀA UÀt¥ÀvÀAiÉÄÃ £ÀªÀÄB| 
 
After saying the mantra once, close the right nostril with the thumb and say the mantra once 
more while retaining the air previously breathed in. Then open the left nostril by relaxing the 
little and ring fingers and say the mantra for the third time while breathing out through the left 
nostril. When done, say the mantra once more, while breathing in through the left nostril. Then 
close the left nostril with little and ring fingers and say the mantra for the fifth time while 
retaining the air previously breathed in. Then release the thumb and say the mantra for the sixth 
time while breathing out through the right nostril. While reading the mantra all the six times, 
contemplate the formless supreme Brahman (supreme soul of the entire universe) that fills each 
being of this universe and also the air being breathed in and out. If you want, you can imagine a 
specific form (such as your ishta devata) also and imagine that your ishta devata fills the entire 
universe. If you want, you can repeat the above sequence as many times as you comfortably can. 
 
Sankalpam (taking the vow) 
 
Now, declare your intention of doing a homam to please Sri Krishna. Transfer the akshatas to the 
right hand, place the open left palm (empty) on right lap, place the closed right palm containing 
akshatas on the left palm. Then say the following, while mentally thinking that you are going to 
do a homa to the best of your ability, to please Sri Krishna. 
 

NA ªÀÄªÉÆÃ¥ÁvÀÛ ¸ÀªÀÄ¸ÀÛ zÀÄjvÀPÀëAiÀÄzÁégÁ ²æÃ ¥ÀgÀªÉÄÃ±ÀégÀ ¦æÃvÀåxÀðA ²æÃ PÀÈµÀÚ ¥Àæ¸ÁzÀ ¹zÀÞ÷åxÀðA CzÀå 

±ÀÄ s̈À¢£ÉÃ ±ÀÄ¨sÀªÀÄÄºÀÆvÉÃð ²æÃ PÀÈµÀÚ ºÉÆÃªÀÄPÀªÀÄð AiÀÄxÁ±ÀQÛ PÀjµÉåÃ| 
 
Then leave the akshatas from your hand in front of the homa kundam or the idol and sprinkle a 
little bit of water on the palms. Now light the ghee/oil lamp. 
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Kalasa Suddhi (water purification) 
 
When you are doing a long version of the homam, you can establish a kalasam in the 
northeastern side of the homa kundam and invoke Varuna in it and do shodasopachaara pooja to 
Varuna and read Punyaaha Vaachanam (Pavamana Sooktam). For a short homam, you can just 
do the following. 
 
Place a few akshatas and a flower (if available) in the tumbler containing water. If you can, put 
dhenu mudra (else, don’t worry). Say the following syllable 11 times to purify the water. 
 

ªÀA 

 
Now read the following and think that auspicious essence of various rivers of the world is  
entering the water in the tumbler. 
 

UÀAUÉÃ ZÀ AiÀÄªÀÄÄ£ÉÃ ZÉÊªÀ UÉÆÃzÁªÀj ¸ÀgÀ¸Àéw | 

£ÀªÀÄðzÉÃ ¹AzsÀÄ PÁªÉÃj d¯ÉÃ„¹ä£ï ¸À¤ß¢üA PÀÄgÀÄ || 

CªÀÄÈvÀA s̈ÀªÀvÀÄ  
 
Then take a little water from the tumbler with a flower or flower petal or spoon and sprinkle it on 
yourself, on homa kundam, on the idol you are going to use and other materials to be used in 
homam (like fruits, flowers and food). 
 
Take a darbha (see “Materials Needed” for a description) and draw 6 lines with the darbha on the 
base of the homakundam, in the same order as shown in Figure 1. The direction in which each 
line is drawn is indicated by the direction of the arrow in the figure. Say the following six 
mantras while drawing the six lines (respectively). 
 

NA §æºÀäuÉÃ £ÀªÀÄB| 

NA AiÀÄªÀiÁAiÀÄ £ÀªÀÄB| 

NA ¸ÉÆÃªÀiÁAiÀÄ £ÀªÀÄB| 

NA gÀÄzÁæAiÀÄ £ÀªÀÄB| 

NA «µÀÚªÉÃ £ÀªÀÄB| 

NA EAzÁæAiÀÄ £ÀªÀÄB| 
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Figure 1 

 
 
Agni Pratishthaapana (fire installation) 
 
Take a darbha. Place it inside the homa kundam (on the base), with the tip of the darbha facing 
east and the other end facing west. Take another darbha. Place it inside, with the tip of the darbha 
facing north and the other end facing south. 
 
Take a piece of camphor, light it from the lamp and place it in the middle of the homa kundam, 
while saying: 
 

NA s̈ÀÆ¨sÀÄðªÀ¸ÀÄìªÀgÉÆÃªÀiï| 
 
Place one or more dry coconut pieces (or a log/twig/piece of wood) above the burning camphor 
and make sure that it catches fire. Next pray to the fire god using the following mantra from 
RigVeda. It requests the fire god to keep an inauspicious form of fire called “kravyaada” and 
carry the offerings to gods through the auspicious form of fire called “jaatavedas”. 
 

PÀæªÁå†zÀ…ªÀÄVßA ¥Àæ†»uÉÆÃ«Ä …zÀÆgÀA …AiÀÄªÀÄ‡gÁeÉÆÕÃ UÀZÀÒvÀÄ j¥Àæ…ªÁºÀB | 

…EºÉÊªÁAiÀÄ«Ä†vÀgÉÆÃ …eÁvÀ‡ªÉÃzÁ …zÉÃªÉÃ‡¨sÉÆåÃ …ºÀªÀåA †ªÀºÀvÀÄ ¥Àæ…eÁ£À£ï | 
 
Now we have to do samskara (refinement) to the fire. Pour 8 drops of ghee in the fire while 
saying the following mantra 8 times. 
 

NA s̈ÀÆ¨sÀÄð…ªÀ¸ÀÄì…ªÀB ¸Áé†ºÁ| 
 
Take 2 or more darbhas (or twigs). Place them outside the homa kundam, along the eastern 
boundary. The tips should be facing north and the other end facing south. Then take another 2 or 
more darbhas and place them on the southern boundary, with tips facing east and the other end 
facing west. Then take 2 or more darbhas and place them on the western boundary, with tips 
facing north. Then take 2 or more darbhas and place them on the northern boundary, with tips 
facing east. If you do homam on a regular basis, you can leave these darbhas/twigs around the 
homa kundam there is no need to do this step every time.  
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Take some water with the spoon and sprinkle it outside the homa kundam, on its four boundaries 
while reading the following 4 mantras. The order and direction of sprinkling is shown in Figure 
2. For example, first sprinkle water from the southwestern corner to the southeastern corner, as 
shown by the arrow marked “1”. Then follow other arrows marked as 2, 3 and 4. 
 

C…¢vÉÃ„†£ÀÄªÀÄ£Àå¸Àé| C†£ÀÄ…ªÀÄvÉÃ„†£ÀÄªÀÄ£Àå¸Àé| ¸À†gÀ…¸ÀévÉÃ„†£ÀÄªÀÄ£Àå¸Àé| zÉÃªÀ ¸À…«vÀB ¥Àæ†¸ÀÄªÀ| 
 

Figure 2 

 
 
Now pray to Agni (fire god) with the following mantra: 
 

ZÀvÁé…j ±ÀÈA…UÁ¸ÀÛç†AiÉÆÃ C…¸Àå ¥Á…zÁzÉéÃ …²ÃµÉÃð …¸À¥ÀÛºÀ†¸ÁÛ¸ÉÆÃ …C¸Àå | 

wæ†zsÁ …§zÉÆÞÃ †ªÀÈ…µÀ s̈ÉÆÃ gÉÆÃ†gÀ«Ãw …ªÀÄºÉÆÃ …zÉÃªÉÇÃ ªÀÄ…vÁåðUïA D«ªÉÃ±À | 

…KµÀ » …zÉÃªÀB …¥Àæ¢±ÉÆÃ …£ÀÄ ¸À…ªÁðB ¥ÀÇ†ªÉÇÃð » …eÁvÀB ¸À …G UÀ† s̈ÉÃð …CAvÀB | 

¸À …«eÁ†AiÀÄªÀiÁ£ÀB ¸À d…¤µÀå†ªÀiÁtB ¥Àæ…vÀåYÄä‡SÁ¹ÛµÀ×w …«±Àé†vÉÆÃªÀÄÄRB | 

¥ÁæYÄäSÉÆÃ zÉÃªÀ| ºÉÃ CUÉßÃ| ªÀÄªÀiÁ©üªÀÄÄSÉÆÃ s̈ÀªÀ| 
 
Now think within your mind of Lord Ganesha, your ishta devata (favorite deity), rishis of your 
gotra (if you know them), all rishis, your gurus, various gods and other beings of this universe. 
 
Dikpaalaka Pooja (worshipping the rulers of directions) 
 
Now, take some akshatas and also some flowers (if available) and offer them to the rulers of 
directions. Start with the eastern edge of the homa kundam and go clockwise (i.e. east, southeast, 
south, southwest etc) offering akshatas and flowers in the eight directions. You can place them 
on the edges of the homa kundam. After the eight directions, offerings are made to Brahma (ruler 
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of the upward direction) in the middle of northeast and east and to Sesha (ruler of the downward 
direction) in the middle of southwest and west. 
 
Then offer akshatas and flowers to Agni in the middle of the homa kundam. Finally, touch your 
heart and offer respect to the self (soul). For the 8+2+1+1=12 offerings, say the following 12 
mantras: 

 

NA EAzÁæAiÀÄ £ÀªÀÄB | NA CUÀßAiÉÄÃ £ÀªÀÄB| NA AiÀÄªÀiÁAiÀÄ £ÀªÀÄB| NA ¤gÀÈvÀAiÉÄÃ £ÀªÀÄB| NA ªÀgÀÄuÁAiÀÄ 

£ÀªÀÄB| NA ªÁAiÀÄªÉÃ £ÀªÀÄB| NA ¸ÉÆÃªÀiÁAiÀÄ £ÀªÀÄB| NA F±Á£ÁAiÀÄ £ÀªÀÄB| NA §æºÀäuÉÃ £ÀªÀÄB| NA 

±ÉÃµÁAiÀÄ £ÀªÀÄB| NA CUÀßAiÉÄÃ £ÀªÀÄB| NA DvÀä£ÉÃ £ÀªÀÄB| 
 
Poorvaangam (preliminary offerings) 
 
Now hold the wooden spoon/ladle pointing from northwest towards southeast and offer a ghee 
drop in the fire for Prajapati (progenitor of all beings), with the following mantra. 
  

NA ¥ÀæeÁ¥ÀvÀAiÉÄÃ ¸Áé‡ºÁ| ¥ÀæeÁ¥ÀvÀAiÀÄ EzÀA £À ªÀÄªÀÄ| 
 
Now hold the wooden spoon/ladle pointing from southwest towards northeast and offer a ghee 
drop in the fire for Indra (ruler of gods), with the following mantra. 
 

NA EAzÁæAiÀÄ ¸Áé‡ºÁ| EAzÁæAiÉÄÃzÀA £À ªÀÄªÀÄ| 
 
Offer a little ghee to Agni (fire god) in the middle of the fire with the following mantra: 
 

NA CUÀßAiÉÄÃ ¸Áé‡ºÁ| CUÀßAiÀÄ EzÀA £À ªÀÄªÀÄ| 
 
Then offer a little ghee to Soma (god of nourishment and well-being) in the upper half of the 
northern side of the homa kundam with the following mantra: 
 

NA ¸ÉÆÃªÀiÁAiÀÄ ¸Áé‡ºÁ| ¸ÉÆÃªÀiÁAiÉÄÃzÀA £À ªÀÄªÀÄ| 
 
Now, we have to offer a “forgiveness offering” to Prajapati again to request his forgiveness for 
all the mistakes that happened in the homa upto this point, with the following mantra: 

 

DgÀA¨sÀ¥Àæ¨sÀÈw KvÀvÀÌ÷ët ¥ÀAiÀÄðAvÀA ªÀÄzsÉåÃ ¸ÀA¨sÁ«vÀ ¸ÀªÀÄ¸ÀÛ zÉÆÃµÀ ¥ÁæAiÀÄ²ÑvÁÛxÀðA ¸ÀªÀð 

¥ÁæAiÀÄ²ÑvÀÛA ºÉÆÃµÁå«Ä| NA ¨sÀÆ¨sÀÄð…ªÀ¸ÀÄì…ªÀB ¸Áé‡ºÁ| ¥ÀæeÁ¥ÀvÀAiÀÄ EzÀA £À ªÀÄªÀÄ| 
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After making an offering to the basic gods as shown above, one can invoke Ganesha in the fire. 
After the above preliminary offerings and before invoking Ganesha, one can also make offerings 
to rishis. One can, for example, make offerings to the rishis of one’s lineage. It is optional. 
 
Quick Homam for Mahaganapathi 
 
Before calling the main deity of homam (Sri Krishna) into fire, a quick pooja of Mahaganapathi 
in fire needs to be done for the removal of obstacles. Mahaganapathi can be invoked in fire while 
chanting the following. 
 

NA UÀA UÀt¥ÀvÀAiÉÄÃ £ÀªÀÄB| NA ²æÃ ªÀÄºÁUÀt¥Àw ¥Áæt±ÀPÉÛ÷åöÊ £ÀªÀÄB| CvÀæ DUÀZÀÒ| DªÁ»vÉÆÃ s̈ÀªÀ| 

¸ÁÜ¦vÉÆÃ s̈ÀªÀ| ¸À¤ß»vÉÆÃ s̈ÀªÀ| ¸À¤ßgÀÄzÉÆÞÃ ¨sÀªÀ| CªÀPÀÄApvÉÆÃ s̈ÀªÀ| ¥Àæ¹ÃzÀ ¥Àæ¹ÃzÀ| 
 
Now, we have to offer worship with several servies to Mahaganapathi in the fire. Say the 
following and offer sandalwood powder/paste to Mahaganapathi in the fire. You can also offer 
turmeric powder and kumkum. 
 

®A ¥ÀÈyªÁåvÀä£ÉÃ £ÀªÀÄB| UÀAzsÀA ¸ÀªÀÄ¥ÀðAiÀiÁ«Ä| 
 
Say the following and offer a flower (or a flower petal) to Mahaganapathi in the fire. 
 

ºÀA DPÁ±ÁvÀä£ÉÃ £ÀªÀÄB| ¥ÀÅµÀàA ¸ÀªÀÄ¥ÀðAiÀiÁ«Ä| 
 
Say the following and offer dhoopam (incense) to Mahaganapathi in the fire and the idol. Light 
the tip of the incense stick, let the fire burn brightly and then extinguish the fire. There should be 
no fire on the stick but smoke coming from the burning tip. Show the smoke to the fire in the 
homa kundam. You can also offer the incense stick completely into fire. 
 

AiÀÄA ªÁAiÀiÁévÀä£ÉÃ £ÀªÀÄB| zsÀÆ¥ÀA DWÁæ¥ÀAiÀiÁ«Ä| 
 
Say the following and show the deepam (light/lamp) to Mahaganapathi in the fire. 
 

gÀA CUÁß÷åvÀä£ÉÃ £ÀªÀÄB| ¢Ã¥ÀA zÀ±ÀðAiÀiÁ«Ä| 
 
Say the following and offer some food to Mahaganapathi in the fire. You can use cooked food or 
a fruit or jaggery or sugar. Show it to the fire and offer a little bit into the fire. If you cooked only 
one item, keep it for Sri Krishna and use something else for Mahaganapathi. You can offer just a 
raisin or a little sugar also. 
 

ªÀA CªÀÄÈvÁvÀä£ÉÃ £ÀªÀÄB| £ÉÊªÉÃzÀåA ¸ÀªÀÄ¥ÀðAiÀiÁ«Ä| 
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Say the following and offer some akshatas to Mahaganapathi in the fire. This mantra means that 
we are offering “all services” to Him. 
 

¸ÀA ¸ÀªÁðvÀä£ÉÃ £ÀªÀÄB| ¸ÀªÉÇÃð¥ÀZÁgÁ£ï ¸ÀªÀÄ¥ÀðAiÀiÁ«Ä| 
 
Now say the following offer ghee (or other allowed materials mentioned at the beginning) into 
fire for Mahaganapathi. Repeat that 4 or 8 or 12 times. 
 

NA UÀA UÀt¥ÀvÀAiÉÄÃ £ÀªÀÄB| ¸Áé‡ºÁ|| 
 
Praana Pratishthaapanaa (invocation of main deity) 
 
Now we have to invoke the deity in the idol and the fire. If you know how to do anganyaasam 
and karanyaasam, do it while saying the following. Otherwise, just read the following. 
 

C¸Àå ²æÃ ¥Áæt¥ÀæwµÁ×¥À£À ªÀÄAvÀæ¸Àå §æºÀä «µÀÄÚ ªÀÄºÉÃ±ÀégÁ IÄµÀAiÀÄB IÄUÀådÄ¸ÁìªÀiÁxÀªÁðtÂ 

bÀAzÁUïA¹ ²æÃ PÀÈµÀÚ ¥ÀgÀªÀiÁvÁä zÉÃªÀvÁ|PÁèA ©ÃdA| QèÃA ±ÀQÛB| PËèA QÃ®PÀA| PÁèA CAUÀÄµÁ×¨sÁåA 

£ÀªÀÄB| QèÃA vÀdð¤Ã s̈ÁåA £ÀªÀÄB| PÀÆèA ªÀÄzsÀåªÀiÁ¨sÁåA £ÀªÀÄB| PÉèöÊA C£Á«ÄPÁ¨sÁåA £ÀªÀÄB| PËèA 

PÀ¤¶×PÁ¨sÁåA £ÀªÀÄB| PÀèB PÀgÀvÀ® PÀgÀ¥ÀÈµÁ× s̈ÁåA £ÀªÀÄB| PÁèA ºÀÈzÀAiÀiÁAiÀÄ £ÀªÀÄB| QèÃA ²gÀ¸ÉÃ ¸ÁéºÁ| PÀÆèA 

²SÁAiÉÄÊ ªÀµÀmï| PÉèöÊA PÀªÀZÁAiÀÄ ºÀÄA| PËèA £ÉÃvÀævÀæAiÀiÁAiÀÄ ªËµÀmï| PÀèB C¸ÁÛçAiÀÄ ¥sÀmï| 

¨sÀÆ s̈ÀÄðªÀ¸ÀÄìªÀgÉÆÃ«Äw ¢UÀâAzsÀB| 

  

zsÁå£ÀA - ªÀ¸ÀÄzÉÃªÀ¸ÀÄvÀA zÉÃªÀA PÀA¸À ZÁtÆgÀªÀÄzÀð£ÀA| zÉÃªÀQÃ ¥ÀgÀªÀiÁ£ÀAzÀA PÀÈµÀÚA ªÀAzÉÃ 

dUÀzÀÄÎgÀÄA|| 
 
Now invoke the deity in the fire and the idol with the following mantra. While saying it, imagine 
that Sri Krishna who is in your own heart is entering the fire and the idol. 
 

NA PÁèA QèÃA PËèA AiÀÄA gÀA ®A ªÀA ±ÀA µÀA ¸ÀA ºÀA ¼ÀA PÀëA| NA ºÀA¸ÀB ¸ÉÆÃ„ºÀA ¸ÉÆÃ„ºÀA ºÀA¸ÀB| 

²æÃ PÀÈµÀÚ¸Àå ¥Áæt EºÀ ¥ÁætB| fÃªÀ EºÀ ¹ÜvÀB| ¸ÀªÉÃðA¢æAiÀiÁtÂ ªÁYä£À±ÀÑPÀÄëB ±ÉÆæÃvÀæ fºÁéWÁæt 

¥ÁæuÁ¥Á£ÀªÁå£ÉÆÃzÁ£À¸ÀªÀiÁ£ÁB EºÉÊªÁUÀvÀå ¸ÀÄRA agÀA wµÀ×AvÀÄ ¸ÁéºÁ| ¸Á¤ßzsÀåA PÀÄªÀðAvÀÄ ¸ÁéºÁ| 

C†¸ÀÄ¤Ã …vÉÃ ¥ÀÅ†£À…gÀ¸Áä…¸ÀÄ ZÀPÀÄë…B ¥ÀÅ†£ÀB …¥Áæt…«ÄºÀ †£ÉÆÃ zÉÃ…» ¨sÉÆÃUÀ†A| eÉÆåÃ†PÀà±ÉåÃ…ªÀÄ 

¸ÀÆ†AiÀÄð…ªÀÄÄZÀÑ†gÀA…vÀªÀÄ†£ÀÄªÀÄvÉÃ …ªÀÄÈ¼À†AiÀiÁ £ÀB …¸Àé¹Û| PÁèA QèÃA PËèA| NA ²æÃ PÀÈµÀÚ ¥Áæt±ÀPÉÛ÷åöÊ £ÀªÀÄB| 

CvÀæ DUÀZÀÒ| 
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Now read the following and make the aavaahani, samsthaapani, sannidhaapani, sannirodhini and 
avakunthana mudras with your hands if you know them. If not, don’t worry and just read. 
 

DªÁ»vÉÆÃ s̈ÀªÀ| ¸ÁÜ¦vÉÆÃ ¨sÀªÀ| ¸À¤ß»vÉÆÃ s̈ÀªÀ| ¸À¤ßgÀÄzÉÆÞÃ ¨sÀªÀ| CªÀPÀÄApvÉÆÃ ¨sÀªÀ| zÉÃªÀ ¥Àæ¹ÃzÀ 

¥Àæ¹ÃzÀ| AiÀiÁªÀzÉÆÞÃªÀiÁªÀ¸Á£ÀPÀA| vÁªÀvÀÛ÷éA ¦æÃw s̈ÁªÉÃ£À ªÀÄÆvËð CUËß ZÀ ¸À¤ß¢üA PÀÄgÀÄ| 
 
While saying this, pray to Lord Sri Krishna in your mind and ask him to stay in the fire and the 
idol till the end of the homam. Now, till the end of the homam, you should firmly believe that 
Krishna is in the fire and treat him with respect and love. 
 
Panchopachaara Pooja (worship of god) 
 
Now, we have to offer worship with several services to Sri Krishna in the fire and idol. There are 
several options. One can do a panchopachaara pooja with 5 services or a shodasopachara pooja 
with 16 services or a chatusshashtyupachara pooja with 64 services. For simplicity, a 
panchopachara pooja is recommended in a homam. Those who have a lot of time and want to 
perform a shodasopachara pooja may refer to Appendix B and use that procedure instead of what 
is given in this section. 
 
Say the following and offer sandalwood powder/paste to Sri Krishna in the fire and the idol. You 
can also offer turmeric powder and kumkum. 
 

®A ¥ÀÈyªÁåvÀä£ÉÃ £ÀªÀÄB| UÀAzsÀA ¸ÀªÀÄ¥ÀðAiÀiÁ«Ä| 
 
Say the following and offer a flower (or a flower petal) to Sri Krishna in the fire and the idol. 
 

ºÀA DPÁ±ÁvÀä£ÉÃ £ÀªÀÄB| ¥ÀÅµÀàA ¸ÀªÀÄ¥ÀðAiÀiÁ«Ä| 
 
Say the following and offer dhoopam (incense) to Sri Krishna in the fire and the idol. Light the 
tip of the incense stick, let the fire burn brightly and then extinguish the fire. There should be no 
fire on the stick but smoke coming from the burning tip. Show the smoke to the fire in the homa 
kundam. 
 

AiÀÄA ªÁAiÀiÁévÀä£ÉÃ £ÀªÀÄB| zsÀÆ¥ÀA DWÁæ¥ÀAiÀiÁ«Ä| 
 
Say the following and show the deepam (light/lamp) to Sri Krishna in the fire and the idol. 
 

gÀA CUÁß÷åvÀä£ÉÃ £ÀªÀÄB| ¢Ã¥ÀA zÀ±ÀðAiÀiÁ«Ä| 
 
Say the following and offer some food to Sri Krishna in the fire and the idol. You can use cooked 
food or a fruit or jaggery or sugar. Show it to the fire and idol and offer a little bit into the fire. 
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If you made only one food item, it is a good idea to offer it at the end of the homam. There will 
be a naivedyam (food offering) again. Offer something else for now. The offering at the end is 
the main one. 
 

ªÀA CªÀÄÈvÁvÀä£ÉÃ £ÀªÀÄB| £ÉÊªÉÃzÀåA ¸ÀªÀÄ¥ÀðAiÀiÁ«Ä| 
 
Say the following and offer some akshatas to Sri Krishna in the fire and the idol. This mantra 
means that we are offering “all services” to Him. 
 

¸ÀA ¸ÀªÁðvÀä£ÉÃ £ÀªÀÄB| ¸ÀªÉÇÃð¥ÀZÁgÁ£ï ¸ÀªÀÄ¥ÀðAiÀiÁ«Ä| 
 
Parivaara Devata Aahutis (offerings to associates) 
 
If you are in a hurry, make one offering of ghee with the following to the associates of Sri 
Krishna. 
 

NA gÁzsÁ¢¨sÀåB ²æÃ PÀÈµÀÚ ¥ÀjªÁgÀ zÉÃªÀvÁ s̈ÀåB ¸ÁéºÁ| 
 
If you have more time, read the following instead and make an offering of ghee whenever you 
encounter svaahaa (¸ÁéºÁ). 

 

NA gÁzsÁAiÉÄÊ ¸ÁéºÁ| NA gÀÄQäuÉåöÊ ¸ÁéºÁ| NA ¸ÀvÀå¨sÁªÀiÁAiÉÄÊ ¸ÁéºÁ| NA eÁA§ªÀvÉåöÊ ¸ÁéºÁ| NA 

£ÁUÀßfvÉåöÊ ¸ÁéºÁ| NA «ÄvÀæ«AzÁAiÉÄÊ ¸ÁéºÁ| NA PÁ½AzÉåöÊ ¸ÁéºÁ| NA ®PÀë÷äuÁAiÉÄÊ ¸ÁéºÁ| NA 

¸ÀÄ²Ã¯ÁAiÉÄÊ ¸ÁéºÁ|  

NA zÉÃªÀPÉåöÊ ¸ÁéºÁ| NA ªÁ¸ÀÄzÉÃªÁAiÀÄ ¸ÁéºÁ| NA AiÀÄ±ÉÆÃzÁAiÉÄÊ ¸ÁéºÁ| NA £ÀAzÁAiÀÄ ¸ÁéºÁ| NA 

¸ÀÄ s̈ÀzÁæAiÉÄÊ ¸ÁéºÁ| NA §®¨sÀzÁæAiÀÄ ¸ÁéºÁ| NA UÉÆÃ¥ÉÃ¨sÀåB ¸ÁéºÁ| NA UÉÆÃ¦Ã¨sÀåB ¸ÁéºÁ| 

NA ªÁ¸ÀÄzÉÃªÁAiÀÄ ¸ÁéºÁ| NA ¸ÀAPÀµÀðuÁAiÀÄ ¸ÁéºÁ| NA ¥ÀæzÀÄåªÀiÁßAiÀÄ ¸ÁéºÁ| NA C¤gÀÄzÁÞAiÀÄ 

¸ÁéºÁ| NA ±ÁAvÉåöÊ ¸ÁéºÁ| NA ²æAiÉÄÊ ¸ÁéºÁ| NA ¸ÀgÀ¸ÀévÉåöÊ ¸ÁéºÁ| NA gÀvÉåöÊ ¸ÁéºÁ| 

NA CdÄð£ÁAiÀÄ ¸ÁéºÁ| NA zÁgÀÄPÁAiÀÄ ¸ÁéºÁ| NA «µÀéPÉìÃ£ÁAiÀÄ ¸ÁéºÁ| NA ¸ÁvÀåPÀAiÉÄÃ ¸ÁéºÁ| NA 

UÀgÀÄqÁAiÀÄ ¸ÁéºÁ| NA £ÁgÀzÁAiÀÄ ¸ÁéºÁ| NA ¥ÀªÀðvÁAiÀÄ ¸ÁéºÁ| 
 
Pradhaana Homam (main part) 
 
Now, you can offer any mantras of Sri Krishna you want. Suggested count for each mantra is 4 
or 8 or 12 or 16 or 21 or 28 or 108 or 1008. Pick a count with each mantra and try to meet that 
count. At the end of the mantra, you have to add the following (if it is not already present as a 
part of the mantra itself) and then make an offering in the fire. 
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¸Áé‡ºÁ 
 
When making the last offering with a mantra (i.e. you are going to stop that mantra after this 
offering and switch to a different mantra), you add the following instead of the above: 
 

ªËµÀmï 
 
The offering can be a drop of ghee or sesame seeds or murmura/mamra (puffed white rice) or 
havan samagri or small dry coconut pieces or small pieces of darbha. If you are doing homam on 
a big scale with a big fire, you can even put banana slices, full coconuts, various fruits, nuts 
(cashews, almonds etc), dates, raisins, sugar cane pieces, several sweets and snacks etc. But, if 
you are doing on a small scale with a small fire, stick to sesame seeds, dry coconut pieces, puffed 
white rice and ghee drops. At any cost, avoid spicy substances like any kind of pepper, 
cinnamon, cloves etc and products containing eggs, meat etc. In general, sweet substances are 
better. Just offering ghee when you do not have any other substances is also fine. 
 
The following mantras of Sri Krishna may be used. But you can really use any mantra you like. 
Read a mantra several times before moving onto a different mantra. It is advisable to pick any 
one mantra you like the most and repeat it as many times as you can, instead of doing a little bit 
of several mantras. If one wants water, one should dig deep in one place instead of digging a 
little in ten places. The 1st one is mahamantra as taught by Srila Prabhupada in ISKCON, just as 
Valmiki was taught “raama” mantra as “maraa”. The 2nd one is another variation of mahamantra 
as given in scriptures. The 3rd one is the vijaya mantra. The 4th one is a powerful beejaakshara 
mantra. The 5th one is a very simple beejaakshara mantra. The 6th one is the powerful 
dwadasaakshari mantra. The 7th one is a [nichrud-]Gaayatri  mantra. All these mantras are 
powerful and pick the one you are most attracted to and stick to it in your homam. 
 

ºÀgÉÃ PÀÈµÀÚ ºÀgÉÃ PÀÈµÀÚ PÀÈµÀÚ PÀÈµÀÚ ºÀgÉÃ ºÀgÉÃ| ºÀgÉÃ gÁªÀÄ ºÀgÉÃ gÁªÀÄ gÁªÀÄ gÁªÀÄ ºÀgÉÃ ºÀgÉÃ|| ¸ÁéºÁ| 

ºÀgÉÃ gÁªÀÄ ºÀgÉÃ gÁªÀÄ gÁªÀÄ gÁªÀÄ ºÀgÉÃ ºÀgÉÃ| ºÀgÉÃ PÀÈµÀÚ ºÀgÉÃ PÀÈµÀÚ PÀÈµÀÚ PÀÈµÀÚ ºÀgÉÃ ºÀgÉÃ|| ¸ÁéºÁ| 

²æÃ gÁªÀÄ dAiÀÄ gÁªÀÄ dAiÀÄ dAiÀÄ gÁªÀÄ| ²æÃ PÀÈµÀÚ dAiÀÄ PÀÈµÀÚ dAiÀÄ dAiÀÄ PÀÈµÀÚ| ¸ÁéºÁ| 

NA QèÃA PÀÈµÁÚAiÀÄ UÉÆÃ«AzÁAiÀÄ UÉÆÃ¦Ãd£À ªÀ®è s̈ÁAiÀÄ ¸ÁéºÁ| 

NA QèÃA PÀÈµÁÚAiÀÄ £ÀªÀÄB| ¸ÁéºÁ| 

NA £ÀªÉÆÃ ¨sÀUÀªÀvÉÃ ªÁ¸ÀÄzÉÃªÁAiÀÄ| ¸ÁéºÁ| 

NA …ªÁ…¸ÀÄ…zÉÃªÁ†AiÀÄ …«zÀä†ºÉÃ| zÉÃªÀQÃ …¥ÀÅvÁæ†AiÀÄ ¢üÃªÀÄ»| vÀ£Àß†B PÀÈµÀÚB ¥Àæ…ZÉÆÃzÀAiÀiÁ‡vï| ¸ÁéºÁ| 
 
Another alternative to the above mantras is to chant Krishnaashtakam. Repeat the following 8 
verses as many times as you want, with offerings at each svaahaa (¸ÁéºÁ). 

 



 20 

ªÀ¸ÀÄzÉÃªÀ ¸ÀÄvÀA zÉÃªÀA PÀA¸ÀZÁtÆgÀ ªÀÄzÀð£ÀA| zÉÃªÀQÃ ¥ÀgÀªÀiÁ£ÀAzÀA PÀÈµÀÚA ªÀAzÉÃ dUÀzÀÄÎgÀÄA|| 

¸ÁéºÁ| 

CvÀ¹Ã ¥ÀÅµÀà ¸ÀAPÁ±ÀA ºÁgÀ £ÀÆ¥ÀÅgÀ ±ÉÆÃ©üvÀA| gÀvÀß PÀAPÀt PÉÃAiÀÄÆgÀA PÀÈµÀÚA ªÀAzÉÃ dUÀzÀÄÎgÀÄA|| 

¸ÁéºÁ| 

PÀÄn¯Á®PÀ ¸ÀAAiÀÄÄPÀÛA ¥ÀÇtðZÀAzÀæ ¤¨sÁ£À£ÀA|  «®¸ÀvÀÄÌAqÀ®zsÀgÀA PÀÈµÀÚA ªÀAzÉÃ dUÀzÀÄÎgÀÄA|| ¸ÁéºÁ| 

ªÀÄAzÁgÀ UÀAzsÀ ¸ÀAAiÀÄÄPÀÛA ZÁgÀÄºÁ¸ÀA ZÀvÀÄ s̈ÀÄðdA| §»ð¦AbÁªÀZÀÆqÁAUÀA PÀÈµÀÚA ªÀAzÉÃ dUÀzÀÄÎgÀÄA|| 

¸ÁéºÁ| 

GvÀÄá®è ¥ÀzÀä ¥ÀvÁæPÀëA ¤Ã®fÃªÀÄÆvÀ ¸À¤ß¨sÀA| AiÀiÁzÀªÁ£ÁA ²gÉÆÃgÀvÀßA PÀÈµÀÚA ªÀAzÉÃ dUÀzÀÄÎgÀÄA|| 

¸ÁéºÁ| 

gÀÄQätÂÃ PÉÃ½ ¸ÀAAiÀÄÄPÀÛA ¦ÃvÁA§gÀ ¸ÀÄ±ÉÆÃ©üvÀA| CªÁ¥ÀÛ vÀÄ®¹Ã UÀAzsÀA PÀÈµÀÚA ªÀAzÉÃ dUÀzÀÄÎgÀÄA|| 

¸ÁéºÁ| 

UÉÆÃ¦PÁ£ÁA PÀÄZÀzÀéAzÀé PÀÄAPÀÄªÀiÁAQvÀ ªÀPÀë¸ÀA| ²æÃ¤PÉÃvÀA ªÀÄºÉÃµÁé¸ÀA PÀÈµÀÚA ªÀAzÉÃ dUÀzÀÄÎgÀÄA|| 

¸ÁéºÁ| 

²æÃªÀvÁìAPÀA ªÀÄºÉÆÃgÀ¸ÀÌA ªÀ£ÀªÀiÁ¯Á«¨sÀÆ¶vÀA| ±ÀAR ZÀPÀæ zsÀgÀA zÉÃªÀA PÀÈµÀÚA ªÀAzÉÃ dUÀzÀÄÎgÀÄA|| 

¸ÁéºÁ| 
 
Punah Pooja (worship again) 
 
After all the offerings with mantras, we offer a quick worship again to Sri Krishna in the fire. 
 
Say the following and offer some food to Sri Krishna in the fire and the idol. 
 

NA QèÃA PÀÈµÁÚAiÀÄ £ÀªÀÄB| £ÉÊªÉÃzÀåA ¸ÀªÀÄ¥ÀðAiÀiÁ«Ä| 
 
Light a small camphor piece in a plate and show it to the fire while saying the following. At the 
end, you can throw the camphor piece into fire. 
 

NA QèÃA PÀÈµÁÚAiÀÄ £ÀªÀÄB| ¤ÃgÁd£ÀA ¸ÀªÀÄ¥ÀðAiÀiÁ«Ä| 
 
If one has time, a panchopachara pooja can also be done as the punah pooja. But the above two 
things will suffice. 
 
Now get up and do pradakshinas to the homa kundam. If someone stands on the roof (or in the 
sky) and looks down at you, it should look like you are going around the homa kundam in the 
clockwise direction. Do one or three rounds and then sit down again in front of fire. 
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Uttaraangam (vote of thanks)2 
 
Now, offer one drop of ghee to Prajapati, then the controllers of the three worlds (bhuh – fire 
god, bhuvah – wind god, who controls space too, suvah – sun god for all the non-material 
spiritual realms), to Agni who processes the food for gods and makes it consumable and finally 
Prajapati again. Read the following and offer a drop of ghee at each “swaahaa”. 
 

NA ¥Àæ†eÁ¥À…vÉÃ £À vÀé…zÉÃvÁ…£Àå£ÉÆåÃ «†±Áé …eÁvÁ…¤ ¥À…j vÁ †§ s̈ÀÆªÀ| AiÀÄ†vÁÌªÀiÁ¸ÉÛÃ dÄ…ºÀÄªÀÄ¸ÀÛ†£ÉÆßÃ C¸ÀÄÛ 

†ªÀAiÀÄUïA †¸Áå…ªÀÄ ¥À†vÀAiÉÆÃ gÀ…¬ÄÃuÁªÀiï| ¸Áé‡ºÁ| ¥ÀæeÁ¥ÀvÀAiÀÄ EzÀA £À ªÀÄªÀÄ|| 

NA s̈ÀÆB ¸Áé‡ºÁ| CUÀßAiÀÄ EzÀA £À ªÀÄªÀÄ|| 

NA s̈ÀÄ…ªÀB ¸Áé‡ºÁ| ªÁAiÀÄªÀ EzÀA £À ªÀÄªÀÄ|| 

NA ¸ÀÄ…ªÀB ¸Áé‡ºÁ| ¸ÀÆAiÀiÁðAiÀÄ EzÀA £À ªÀÄªÀÄ|| 

AiÀÄ†zÀ…¸Àå PÀ…ªÀÄðuÉÆÃ„vÀå†jÃj…ZÀA AiÀÄ…zÁé†£ÀÆå£À…«ÄºÁ†PÀgÀªÀiï| CVß…µÀÖvï †¹é…µÀÖPÀÈ¢ézÁé£ï ¸ÀªÀðA †¹é…µÀÖA 

¸ÀÄ†ºÀÄvÀA PÀgÉÆÃ…vÀÄ ¸Áé†ºÁ| CUÀßAiÉÄÃ ¹éµÀÖPÀÈvÀ EzÀA £À ªÀÄªÀÄ|| 

NA s̈ÀÆ¨sÀÄð…ªÀ¸ÀÄì…ªÀB ¸Áé†ºÁ| ¥ÀæeÁ¥ÀvÀAiÀÄ EzÀA £À ªÀÄªÀÄ|| 
 
Now do pranaayaamam again. The procedure of pranaayaamam is explained earlier. 
 
Now, make three offerings to the fire god, asking for forgiveness for any mistakes committed 
knowingly or unknowingly, while using fire as the medium. Read the following and offer a drop 
of the ghee in the fire at each “swaahaa”. 
Next, three offerings are made to the fire god, wind god and sun god, the controllers of the three 
worlds. Read the following and offer a drop of the ghee in the fire at each “swaahaa”( ¸Áé‡ºÁ). 
 

C‡£ÁeÁÕvÀA AiÀÄzÁ†eÁÕvÀA …AiÀÄdÕ¸Àå …QæAiÀÄ…vÉÃ «Ä†xÀÄ| C‡UÉßÃ vÀ†zÀ¸Àå …PÀ…®à…AiÀÄ vÀéUïA » ªÉÃ†vÀÜ …AiÀÄ…xÁvÀxÀA| 

¸Áé‡ºÁ| CUÀßAiÀÄ EzÀA £À ªÀÄªÀÄ|| 

¥ÀÅ†gÀÄµÀ¸ÀA«ÄvÉÆÃ …AiÀÄeÉÆÕÃ …AiÀÄdÕB ¥ÀÅ†gÀÄµÀ¸ÀA«ÄvÀB| C‡UÉßÃ vÀ†zÀ¸Àå …PÀ…®à…AiÀÄ vÀéUïA » ªÉÃ†vÀÜ AiÀÄ…xÁvÀxÀA| 

¸Áé‡ºÁ| CUÀßAiÀÄ EzÀA £À ªÀÄªÀÄ|| 

AiÀÄ†vÁà…PÀvÁæ ªÀÄ£À¸Á …¢Ã£À†zÀ…PÁë £À| …AiÀÄdÕ†¸Àå …ªÀÄ£Àé†vÉÃ ªÀÄ†vÁð¸ÀB| C…VßµÀÖzÉÆÞÃ‡vÁ …PÀæ…vÀÄ«†¢é…eÁ£À£ï| 

AiÀÄ†fµÉÆ×Ã …zÉÃªÁ£ï …IÄ…vÀÄ±ÉÆÃ †AiÀÄeÁ…w| ¸Áé‡ºÁ| CUÀßAiÀÄ EzÀA £À ªÀÄªÀÄ|| 

NA s̈ÀÆB ¸Áé†ºÁ| CUÀßAiÀÄ EzÀA £À ªÀÄªÀÄ|| 

NA s̈ÀÄ…ªÀB ¸Áé‡ºÁ| ªÁAiÀÄªÀ EzÀA £À ªÀÄªÀÄ|| 

NA ¸ÀÄ…ªÀB ¸Áé‡ºÁ| ¸ÀÆAiÀiÁðAiÉÄÃzÀA £À ªÀÄªÀÄ||  
 

                                                 
2 Skip this and go to the next section to find a shorter procedure for uttaraangam. 
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One final offering to Prajapati is made to beg for forgiveness for various mistakes made in the 
homam, with respect to pronunciation, actions, procedure, devotion, materials used etc. Read the 
following and offer of drop of ghee. 
 

C¹ä£ï ºÉÆÃªÀÄPÀªÀÄðtÂ ªÀÄzsÉåÃ ¸ÀA s̈Á«vÀ ¸ÀªÀÄ¸ÀÛ ªÀÄAvÀæ¯ÉÆÃ¥À vÀAvÀæ¯ÉÆÃ¥À QæAiÀiÁ¯ÉÆÃ¥À s̈ÀQÛ¯ÉÆÃ¥À 

±ÀæzÁÞ¯ÉÆÃ¥À ¤AiÀÄªÀÄ¯ÉÆÃ¥À ¤µÁ×¯ÉÆÃ¥À zÀæªÀå¯ÉÆÃ¥Á¢ ¸ÀªÀÄ¸ÀÛ zÉÆÃµÀ ¥ÁæAiÀÄ²ÑvÁÛxÀðA ¸ÀªÀð 

¥ÁæAiÀÄ²ÑvÁÛºÀÄwA ºÉÆÃµÁå«Ä| NA ¨sÀÆ¨sÀÄð…ªÀ¸ÀÄì…ªÀB ¸Áé‡ºÁ| ¥ÀæeÁ¥ÀvÀAiÀÄ EzÀA £À ªÀÄªÀÄ|| 
 
An offering to Vishnu and an offering to Rudra must be made. Read the following two lines and 
offer a drop of ghee for each line. Think of Vishnu and Shiva. 
 

NA ²æÃ «†µÀÚ…ªÉÃ ¸Áé‡ºÁ| «µÀÚªÉÃ ¥ÀgÀªÀiÁvÀä£À EzÀA £À ªÀÄªÀÄ|| 

NA £ÀªÉÆÃ …gÀÄzÁæ†AiÀÄ ¥À…±ÀÄ¥À†vÀ…AiÉÄÃ ¸Áé‡ºÁ| gÀÄzÁæAiÀÄ ¥À±ÀÄ¥ÀvÀAiÀÄ EzÀA £À ªÀÄªÀÄ|| 

 
After making an offering to Rudra, wash the hand once. You can simply sprinkle a little bit of 
water on the right palm for that purpose. 
 
Uttaraangam – shorter version (vote of thanks) 
 
When you are in a hurry, you can perform uttaraangam in a brief form by saying the following 
and making an offering of ghee with each line. 
 

NA s̈ÀÆB ¸Áé‡ºÁ| CUÀßAiÀÄ EzÀA £À ªÀÄªÀÄ|| 

NA s̈ÀÄ…ªÀB ¸Áé‡ºÁ| ªÁAiÀÄªÀ EzÀA £À ªÀÄªÀÄ|| 

NA ¸ÀÄ…ªÀB ¸Áé‡ºÁ| ¸ÀÆAiÀiÁðAiÀÄ EzÀA £À ªÀÄªÀÄ|| 

NA s̈ÀÆ¨sÀÄð…ªÀ¸ÀÄì…ªÀB ¸Áé†ºÁ| ¥ÀæeÁ¥ÀvÀAiÀÄ EzÀA £À ªÀÄªÀÄ|| 

NA ²æÃ «†µÀÚ…ªÉÃ ¸Áé‡ºÁ| «µÀÚªÉÃ ¥ÀgÀªÀiÁvÀä£À EzÀA £À ªÀÄªÀÄ|| 

NA £ÀªÉÆÃ …gÀÄzÁæ†AiÀÄ ¥À…±ÀÄ¥À†vÀ…AiÉÄÃ ¸Áé‡ºÁ| gÀÄzÁæAiÀÄ ¥À±ÀÄ¥ÀvÀAiÀÄ EzÀA £À ªÀÄªÀÄ|| 
 
Suddhaanna Bali (sacrifice of pure rice) 
 
Now, we have to offer bali (sacrifice to other associated beings). Get the cooked white rice (or 
banana slices or some other fruit slices or raisins). Just place a small token amount as bali. You 
need to place bali in six different places outside the homa kundam. First, place it on the east of 
the homa kundam. Then on the west, then on the north, then on the south and finally two more 
on the east (a little north to the previous bali(s) placed in the east). The order and positions can 
be found in Figure 3. While offering balis in six places, the following sentence can be said: 
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NA ¥ÁµÀðzÉÃ¨sÉÆåÃ £ÀªÀÄB| §°A ¸ÀªÀÄ¥ÀðAiÀiÁ«Ä| 
 

Figure 3 

 
 
The rice remaining after offering balis should be thrown away and not consumed. If cooked rice 
is not available, small banana slices or some other fruit slices can be used. Again, any fruit pieces 
left over after bali should be thrown away and not consumed. 
 
Vasordhaaraa (stream of excellence) 
 
Take a little ghee into the ladle and pour it slowly on the burning dry coconut pieces in the homa 
kundam while reading the third verse from “Rudra Chamakam”. It is given below. 
 
Don’t pour too much ghee if you don’t want much smoke. Just take one teaspoonful of ghee in 
the wooden ladle and manage with it slowly. This ghee should be just enough to make the pieces 
burn well so that poornaahuti (about to be offered) burns well. 
 

NA ±ÀA †ZÀ …ªÉÄÃ ªÀÄ†AiÀÄ±ÀÑ ªÉÄÃ …¦æAiÀÄA †ZÀ ªÉÄÃ„£ÀÄ…PÁªÀÄ†±ÀÑ …ªÉÄÃ PÁ†ªÀÄ±ÀÑ ªÉÄÃ ¸ËªÀÄ…£À¸À†±ÀÑ ªÉÄÃ … s̈ÀzÀæA †ZÀ 

…ªÉÄÃ ±ÉæÃ†AiÀÄ±ÀÑ …ªÉÄÃ ªÀ†¸Àå±ÀÑ …ªÉÄÃ AiÀÄ†±À±ÀÑ …ªÉÄÃ ¨sÀ†UÀ±ÀÑ …ªÉÄÃ zÀæ†«tA ZÀ ªÉÄÃ …AiÀÄAvÁ †ZÀ ªÉÄÃ …zsÀvÁð †ZÀ …ªÉÄÃ 

PÉëÃªÀÄ†±ÀÑ …ªÉÄÃ zsÀÈ†w±ÀÑ …ªÉÄÃ «±Àé†A ZÀ …ªÉÄÃ ªÀÄ†ºÀ±ÀÑ ªÉÄÃ ¸À…A«†ZÀÑ …ªÉÄÃ eÁÕvÀæ†A ZÀ …ªÉÄÃ ¸ÀÆ†±ÀÑ ªÉÄÃ …¥Àæ¸ÀÆ†±ÀÑ 

…ªÉÄÃ ¹ÃgÀ†A ZÀ ªÉÄÃ …®AiÀÄ†±ÀÑ ªÀÄ…IÄvÀA †ZÀ …ªÉÄÃ„ªÀÄÈvÀ†A ZÀ ªÉÄÃ„…AiÀÄPÀë÷äA …ZÀ ªÉÄÃ„†£ÁªÀÄAiÀÄZÀÑ ªÉÄÃ 

…fÃªÁ†vÀÄ±ÀÑ ªÉÄÃ ¢ÃWÁð…AiÀÄÄvÀéA †ZÀ ªÉÄÃ„£À…«ÄvÀæA …ZÀ ªÉÄÃ„†¨sÀAiÀÄA ZÀ ªÉÄÃ …¸ÀÄUÀA †ZÀ …ªÉÄÃ ±À†AiÀÄ£ÀA ZÀ ªÉÄÃ 

…¸ÀÆµÁ †ZÀ ªÉÄÃ …¸ÀÄ¢£À†A ZÀ ªÉÄÃ|| 
 
Poornaahuti 
 
Now, we have to prepare a package for poornaahuti (“complete offering”). The normal 
procedure is to place a full dry coconut, some metal coins, some turmeric, some sandalwood, 
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some kumkum, some akshatas, samples of some of the materials used in homam as offerings in a 
cloth and tie the cloth. 
 
For a simple homam with a small fire, you may take a dry coconut half and place a few akshatas, 
one coin, little sandalwood powder, turmeric powder, kumkum powder and samples of materials 
offered earlier in it. If you do a small homam everyday in a western country and need to 
minimize the smoke, you may put just a small coconut piece as poornaahuti. If you are doing 
homam in a big firepit that is dug in ground, you may want to experiment with a regular full 
coconut that has little water. It is a more accurate representation of the ego of a normal person. 
 
Place the poornaahuti on the wooden ladle, say the mantra below and then place the poornaahuti 
in fire carefully with hand (if you drop it on a small fire from the wooden ladle, it can extinguish 
the fire and also loose materials can spill everywhere in the homa kundam). 
 

NA …¥ÀÇuÁð…ºÀÄw†ªÀÄÄ…vÀÛªÀiÁA †dÄºÉÆÃw| ¸À…ªÀðA ªÉÊ ‡¥ÀÇuÁð…ºÀÄwB| ¸À†ªÀð…ªÉÄÃªÁ†¥ÉÇßÃw| C†xÉÆÃ …EAiÀÄA 

ªÉÊ ‡¥ÀÇuÁð…ºÀÄwB| …C¸Áå…ªÉÄÃªÀ ¥Àæ†wwµÀ×w| 

NA ¥ÀÇ…tðªÀÄ…zÀB ¥ÀÇ…tð«Ä…zÀA ¥ÀÇ…uÁðvÀÆà…tðªÀÄÄ…zÀZÀåvÉÃ| ¥ÀÇ…tð¸Àå ¥ÀÇ…tðªÀiÁ…zÁAiÀÄ 

¥ÀÇ…tðªÉÄÃªÁªÀ…²µÀåvÉÃ|| 

NA QèÃA PÀÈµÁÚAiÀÄ ¥ÀÇuÁðºÀÄwA ¸ÀªÀÄ¥ÀðAiÀiÁ«Ä| 
 
While (or after) placing the poornaahuti in the fire, say the following mantra. 
 

NA §æºÁä¥ÀðtA §æºÀäºÀ«gï §æºÁäUËß §æºÀäuÁ ºÀÄvÀA| §æºÉäöÊªÀ vÉÃ£À UÀAvÀªÀåA §æºÀä PÀªÀÄð 

¸ÀªÀiÁ¢ü£Á|| 
 
Imagine that you are completely surrendering yourself to Sri Krishna. Poornaahuti basically 
means “complete surrender”. The full (or half) coconut used in the poornaahuti is a symbol of 
one’s head, i.e. ego (“I-ness”), which is to be sacrificed (surrendered) to Sri Krishna. Think that 
Sri Krishna fills the whole universe and that he is the true owner of your body, mind, existence, 
thoughts, knowledge and actions. Surrender to Him fully. Without that inner sense of complete 
surrender, an elaborate poornaahuti ritual with pristine materials has no meaning. Most Vedic 
rituals are symbolic of certain inner changes that you bring about within yourself, to remove 
obstacles within your sookshma sareera that are blocking self-knowledge. The purpose of Veda 
is the knowledge of self (Aatman) and all rituals are ultimately for that purpose. Doing rituals 
blindly is a good starting point, but at some stage, one has to wonder about the inner meaning. 
 
Winding Up and Meditation 
 
The fire god (Agni) has carried all our offerings to various gods. So the final offering is to him. 
Read the following and offer a drop of ghee in the fire. 
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¸À…¥ÀÛ †vÉÃ CUÉßÃ …¸À«ÄzsÀ†B …¸À¥ÀÛ…fºÁéB ¸À¥ÀÛ IÄ†µÀAiÀÄ…¸Àì¥ÀÛB zsÁ†ªÀÄ …¦æAiÀiÁ†tÂ| …̧ À¥ÀÛ ºÉÆÃ†vÁæ ¸À…¥ÀÛ zsÁ†vÁé 

…AiÀÄ…d…¤Û…¸À¥ÀÛAiÉÆÃ…¤ÃgÁ†¥ÀÈt¸Áé …WÀÈ…vÉÃ…£À ¸Áé‡ºÁ| CUÀßAiÉÄÃ ¸À¥ÀÛªÀvÀ EzÀA £À ªÀÄªÀÄ|| 
 
Take some water in a spoon and sprinkle it around the homa kumdam as shown in Figure 2. This 
is similar to what we did at the beginning, but the mantras to say are slightly different. Instead of 
the four mantras used earlier, use the following four mantras when sprinkling water along the 
four arrows marked as 1, 2, 3 and 4 in Figure 2: 
 

C…¢vÉÃ„†£ÀéªÀÄA¸ÁÜB| C†£ÀÄ…ªÀÄvÉÃ„†£ÀéªÀÄA¸ÁÜB| ¸À†gÀ…¸ÀévÉÃ„†£ÀéªÀÄA¸ÁÜB| zÉÃ†ªÀ ¸À«vÀ…B ¥Áæ†̧ Á«ÃB| 
 
The ritual of homam cleanses one internally. The powerful divine presence in the fire has a great 
ability to cleanse one. Especially, a sincerely offered poornaahuti creates a lot of positive energy 
as it burns. One can take advantage of it by meditating in front of the fire as the poornaahuti 
burns. The time when the poornaahuti burns is the best time to meditate. 
 
Sit still with a straight back in front of the fire and meditate. Make sure that the back is erect and 
yet not too tight. Make sure that the neck and head are also erect. Close the eyes, imagine your 
favorite deity in a form you like and meditate on that form with your favorite mantra. It can be 
the mantra with which you did homam. Try to forget about the your body and what you are 
doing and get into the mantra fully. Think that Sri Krishna is the only one that exists and the 
whole universe is his play. Think that all beings and all objects of this world are expressions of 
Sri Krishna’s play. Think that Sri Krishna is the true Doer of all actions by all beings of this 
world. Your chances of losing consciousness of your body and immersing in the mantra fully are 
the maximum at this point of time than any other! Take advantage and meditate for atleast 5-10 
minutes with maximum focus now. Consider this an essential part of the homam. 
 
Rakshaa 
 
Now, take the darbhas placed at the beginning outside the homa kundam on the western side (or 
new darbhas, if you did not place any darbhas along the boundaries due to lack of darbhas), 
apply a little ghee to them and place the tips in fire. When they catch fire, remove them from the 
fire, place them in a container and let the whole darbhas burn. The black ash you get is called 
“rakshaa” (protection). At the end of the homam, you can apply a little rakshaa to the forehead of 
the idol and then a little to your own forehead and the foreheads of others. This is believed to 
protect from evil forces. You can store the rakshaa for future use on important occasions. 
 
If your fire is too small and does not last till this point, you may consider taking rakshaa before 
meditation. 
 
It is not necessary to take raksha. One can skip this step. Alternately, one can skip now and later 
mix the ashes of the materials burnt in the homa kundam with ghee and use that as rakshaa. 
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Udvaasana (good bye) 
 
Take a couple of darbhas in your right hand and a couple more darbhas with your left hand. Take 
some flowers or akshatas also if available. Hold the darbhas with the tips facing away from you 
and the bases in your hands. Now touch the two sides of the homakundam with the darbhas in 
the two hands. Then touch the idol with those darbhas and leave the akshatas and flowers on the 
god. Imagine that the energy from the homakundam has been transferred into the idol. To 
simplify this, you can also place your fists containing a few akshatas on top of the northern and 
southern sides of homa kundam and then deposit the akshatas in those fists at the feet of the idol. 
 
Say the following and show your heart with your hands. Imagine that Sri Mahaganapathi has 
exited the fire and came back into your heart. 
 

C¸ÁäzÀUÉßÃB ²æÃªÀÄºÁUÀt¥ÀwA AiÀÄxÁ¸ÁÜ£ÀA ¥ÀæwµÁ×¥ÀAiÀiÁ«Ä| 
 
Say the following and show your heart with your hands. Imagine that Sri Krishna has exited the 
fire and the idol and came back into your heart. 
 

C¸Áä£ÀÆävÉÃð±ÀÑ CUÉßÃ±ÀÑ PÀÈµÀÚA AiÀÄxÁ¸ÁÜ£ÀA ¥ÀæwµÁ×¥ÀAiÀiÁ«Ä| 
 
Now, we have to say goodbye to the fire god too. Say the following and bow to the fire god. 
 

C…UÉßÃ £À†AiÀÄ ¸ÀÄ¥À†xÁ …gÁAiÉÄÃ …C¸Áä£ï «±Áé†¤ zÉÃªÀ …ªÀAiÀÄÄ†£Á¤ …«zÁé£ï| 

…AiÀÄÄAiÉÆÃ†zsÀå¸Àä†dÄÓºÀÄ…gÁtªÉÄÃ…£ÉÆÃ ¨sÀÆ¬Ä†µÁ×A …vÉÃ £À†ªÀÄ GQÛA «zsÉÃªÀÄ| CUÀßAiÉÄÃ £ÀªÀÄB|| 
 
Conclusion 
 
Say the following three verses. Think of Krishna and imagine that you are not the doer and 
Krishna is the doer who is acting through you. While you do it, place a few akshatas on the tips 
of the ring and middle fingers of the right hand, place the palm on the small deposit bowl and 
wash it such that the water and akshatas are deposited in the deposit bowl. 
 

ªÀÄAvÀæ»Ã£ÀA QæAiÀiÁ»Ã£ÀA ¨sÀQÛ»Ã£ÀA ºÀÄvÁ±À£À| AiÀÄzÀÄÞvÀAvÀÄ ªÀÄAiÀiÁ zÉÃªÀ ¥Àj¥ÀÇtðA vÀzÀ¸ÀÄÛvÉÃ|| 

¥ÁæAiÀÄ²ÑvÁÛ£Àå±ÉÃµÁtÂ vÀ¥ÀB PÀªÀiÁðvÀäPÁ¤ ªÉÊ| AiÀiÁ¤ vÉÃµÁªÀÄ±ÉÃµÁuÁA ²æÃ PÀÈµÀÚ¸ÀägÀtA ¥ÀgÀA|| ²æÃ 

PÀÈµÀÚ PÀÈµÀÚ PÀÈµÀÚ| 

PÁAiÉÄÃ£À ªÁZÁ ªÀÄ£À¸ÉÃA¢æAiÉÄÊªÁð §ÄzÁÞ÷åvÀä£Á ªÁ ¥ÀæPÀÈvÉÃB ¸Àé s̈ÁªÁvï| PÀgÉÆÃ«Ä AiÀÄzÀåvï ¸ÀPÀ®A 

¥ÀgÀ¸ÉäöÊ £ÁgÁAiÀÄuÁAiÉÄÃw ¸ÀªÀÄ¥ÀðAiÀiÁ«Ä|| 
 
Say the following finally. Imagine that Sri Sri Krishna  became pleased with your homam. 
Surrender the doership of the homam to Krishna and pray for peace.  
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C£ÉÃ£À ¢ªÀå ªÀÄAUÀ¼À ºÉÆÃªÉÄÃ£À s̈ÀUÀªÁ£ï ¸ÀªÁðvÀäPÀB ²æÃ PÀÈµÀÚB ¦æÃAiÀÄvÁªÀiï| NA vÀvÀìvï| ¸ÀªÀðA ²æÃ 

PÀÈµÁÚ¥ÀðtªÀÄ¸ÀÄÛ| NA ±ÁAwB ±ÁAwB ±ÁAwB| 
 
After this, you should not think of yourself as the doer of the homam just finished, for you have 
surrendered the doership to Krishna! 
 
The naivedyam (food) you offered can be eaten now and served to others. The rakshaa (holy ash) 
can be mixed with a drop of ghee and applied on the forehead as a dot or a line. 
 
If you used a kalasam (water pot) in addition to an idol to invoke the god, you can take a bath 
with the water in the kalasam. Pour the water on yourself after you finish your bath, while saying 
a mantra of Sri Krishna. After pouring that water on yourself, don’t pour any more regular water. 
The water from kalasam should be the last water you pour on yourself in the bath. In other 
words, you should absorb the energy in that water for a while. 
 
It is possible to put a kalasam and use it everyday without changing water. One may change the 
water every weekend or on every Ashtami or Ekadasi day and take bath with the old water. 
 

:: Sarvam Sri Krishnarapanamastu ::     :: Om Shaantih Shaantih Shaantih :: 

 
Appendix A: Super-short Homam (minimum mantras) 
 
For those who are uncomfortable with Sanskrita and yet want to perform homam, the procedure 
given in this document may still be difficult. For such people, I can recommend a much shorter 
procedure. It is hoped that those who start with this super-short homam will eventually make an 
effort to switch to the main procedure given in this document, after they get some practice and 
become comfortable with mantras in Sanskrita. 
 
Mantras offered to a deity in fire are powerful irrespective of the procedure used. Instead of not 
doing homam at all, it is better to do this super-short homam.  
 
This appendix will describe a super-short procedure very briefly. If some details are unclear, 
please contextualize them by reading the rest of the document. The Sanskrita mantras are 
minimized in this super-short procedure. 
 
Preliminary Procedure 
 
Think in your mind of Mother Earth, Lord Ganesha, Sri Krishna, your parents, rishis of your 
lineage (if you know them), all rishis and all gods. You can use a language that you are 
comfortable with (e.g. English or Hindi or Russian) and say something in an intuitive way to 
remember all of them. 
 
Take a tumbler or glass of water. Take three spoonfuls of water from the tumbler and drink them 
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while saying: “This is for Keshava (PÉÃ±ÀªÀ)”, “This is for Naaraayana (£ÁgÁAiÀÄt)” and “This is for 

Maadhava (ªÀiÁzsÀªÀ)” . 
 
With akshatas in hand, pray to Ganesha: “O Ganesha (UÀuÉÃ±À)! Please remove obstacles from my 

homam”. Do praanaayaama (see the section on it in the main document), possibly with the Om 
sound or a mantra given earlier. 
 
Now take a vow: “I shall now perform a homam to the best of my ability, for the pleasure of 
Lord Krishna (PÀÈµÀÚ).” 

 

Leave the akshatas in front of the idol or homa kundam. 
 
Early Offerings 
 
Light a lamp. Put some akshatas in the water tumbler and say “vam (ªÀA)” 11 times. Take the 

water with the spoon and sprinkle it on yourself, on the homa kundam, on the idol and on the 
food, fruits and flowers. 
 
Homa kundam should be on your east and you should be facing east. Draw two red parallel east-
west lines with kumkum (vermilion) connecting the middle of the western edge of homa kundam 
with your seat and place the container with melted ghee on those lines. 
 
Take a small camphor piece, light it in the lamp and place the burning camphor piece in homa 
kundam while saying the following. 
 

NA s̈ÀÆ¨sÀÄðªÀ¸ÀÄìªÀgÉÆÃA 
 
O Fire god, please co-operate with me and make my offerings reach gods in a state of purity. 
 
Place dry coconut pieces or wood above it and make sure that they catch fire. Now offer five 
drops of ghee while saying the following: 
 

NA ¥ÀæeÁ¥ÀvÀAiÉÄÃ ¸Áé‡ºÁ|  

NA EAzÁæAiÀÄ ¸Áé‡ºÁ| 

NA CUÀßAiÉÄÃ ¸Áé‡ºÁ| 

NA ¸ÉÆÃªÀiÁAiÀÄ ¸Áé‡ºÁ| 
 
This is for forgiveness of my mistakes so far. 
 

NA s̈ÀÆ¨sÀÄð…ªÀ¸ÀÄì…ªÀB ¸Áé‡ºÁ| 
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Qucik Worship of Ganesha in Fire 
 
Say “O Ganesha (UÀuÉÃ±À), please come into this fire”. Say the following while showing the fire 

with folded palms (as though you are telling someone “come here”): 
 

DªÁ»vÉÆÃ s̈ÀªÀ| ¸ÁÜ¦vÉÆÃ ¨sÀªÀ| 
 
Put some akshatas in the fire and say “O Ganesha (UÀuÉÃ±À ), please be pleased with these services 

from me”. Now repeat the following mantra of Ganesha 4 times with an offering of ghee or 
something else. 
 

NA UÀA UÀt¥ÀvÀAiÉÄÃ £ÀªÀÄB| ¸Áé‡ºÁ| 
 
Main Homam of Sri Krishna 
 
Say “O Lord Krishna (PÀÈµÀÚ), please come into this fire”. Say the following while showing the fire 

with folded palms (as though you are telling someone “come here”): 
 

DªÁ»vÉÆÃ s̈ÀªÀ| ¸ÁÜ¦vÉÆÃ ¨sÀªÀ| 
 
Put some akshatas in the fire and say “O Lord Krishna (PÀÈµÀÚ), please be pleased with these 

services from me”. 
 
Now repeat the mantras of Krishna that you know 4 or 8 or 12 or 21 or 28 or 108 or 1008 times. 
Some mantras are suggested in the main document (see pages 21-22 before). At a minimum, do 
the following simple mantra as many times as you can. 
 

NA QèÃA PÀÈµÁÚAiÀÄ £ÀªÀÄB| ¸Áé‡ºÁ| 
 
Each time you say this, offer ghee or akshatas or sesame seeds or some other materials described 
earlier in this document in the fire. If you do the above mantra many times and not do any other 
mantras, it is acceptable. 
 
At the end of the offerings, take some food you cooked (or fruit), show it to the fire and say “O 
Lord Krishna (PÀÈµÀÚ), please accept this” and throw a small bit into fire. Then stand up and go 

around the homa kundam once or 3 times. If someone looks at you from the roof or from the sky, 
it should look like you are going around the homa kundam in clockwise direction. At the end, 
you can bow in front of the fire. Finally sit down in front of the fire in your original place. 
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Final Offerings 
 
Say the following lines and offer a drop of ghee in the fire after each line: 
 

NA s̈ÀÆB ¸ÁéºÁ| 

NA s̈ÀÄªÀB ¸ÁéºÁ| 

NA ¸ÀÄªÀB ¸ÁéºÁ| 

NA s̈ÀÆ¨sÀÄðªÀ¸ÀÄìªÀB ¸ÁéºÁ| 

NA «µÀÚªÉÃ ¸ÁéºÁ| 

NA gÀÄzÁæAiÀÄ ¸ÁéºÁ| 

  

At the end, sprinkle a little water on your right hand. 
 
If it is possible, now offer six chunks of cooked white rice or fruit slices in the six places shown 
in Figure 3, while saying “these are for the associates of Lord Krishna (PÀÈµÀÚ)”. Otherwise, you 

may skip this step. 
 
Poornaahuti 
 
While saying “Om”, pour a stream of ghee from the spoon into the fire. When the fire becomes 
big, you can offer poornaahuti. 
 
Please read the section on poornaahuti in the main document for the description of materials 
needed, meaning of poornaahuti and the spirit to be followed. Instead of the mantras in the main 
document, just say the following: 
 

NA QèÃA PÀÈµÁÚAiÀÄ ¥ÀÇuÁðºÀÄwA ¸ÀªÀÄ¥ÀðAiÀiÁ«Ä| 
 
Then drop the full coconut or half coconut or coconut piece in fire. Offer one more drop of ghee 
while saying: 
 

NA CUÀßAiÉÄÃ ¸À¥ÀÛªÀvÉÃ ¸ÁéºÁ| 
 
Now, meditate with any mantra you like for 5-10 minutes as the poornaahuti burns. For some 
useful tips, please refer to the main document. 
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At the end of the meditation, show your heart with your hands and say “O Ganesha (UÀuÉÃ±À) and O 

Lord Krishna (PÀÈµÀÚ), please come back into my heart”. Also, thank the fire god mentally for his 

co-operation in the ritual. Then say: 
 

¸ÀªÀðA ²æÃ PÀÈµÁÚ¥ÀðtªÀÄ¸ÀÄÛ| NA ±ÁAwB ±ÁAwB ±ÁAwB| 
 
If you minimize the entire procedure and spend maximum time chanting a mantra of Lord 
Krishna with offerings into fire and then meditating as the poornaahuti burns, you will get the 
most out of your homam and not lose much! After some practice, you can compare this super-
short procedure with the procedure given in the main document and keep adding mantras from 
the main procedure and eventually switch to the main procedure. But even this super-short 
procedure, when performed sincerely, can give good results. 
 

Appendix B: Shodasopachaara Pooja 
 
[If you want to perform a shodasopachaara pooja (a worship consisting of 16 services) to Sri 
Krishna who is in fire and the idol, instead of the panchopachaara pooja mentioned in this 
document, please use the procedure in this appendix instead. This will take more time.] 
 
Say the line below and think in the mind that you are offering a nice seat to Sri Krishna to sit on. 
While imagining that, just offer a few akshatas to the idol and the fire. 
 

NA QèÃA PÀÈµÁÚAiÀÄ D¸À£ÀA ¸ÀªÀÄ¥ÀðAiÀiÁ«Ä| 
 
Now, say the line below imagine that you are washing his feet. While imagining that, show a 
little water with the spoon to the fire and leave the water in a small empty bowl (we will call it 
“the deposit  bowl” from now onwards). 
 

NA QèÃA PÀÈµÁÚAiÀÄ ¥ÁzÀAiÉÆÃB ¥ÁzÀåA ¸ÀªÀÄ¥ÀðAiÀiÁ«Ä| 
 
Say the line below, imagine that you are washing the hands of Sri Krishna , show a little water in 
the spoon to the fire and leave it in the deposit bowl. 
 

NA QèÃA PÀÈµÁÚAiÀÄ ºÀ¸ÀÛAiÉÆÃB CWÀåðA ¸ÀªÀÄ¥ÀðAiÀiÁ«Ä| 
 
Say the line below, imagine that you are offering drinking water to Sri Krishna ’s mouth, show a 
little water in the spoon to the fire and leave it in the deposit bowl. 
 

NA QèÃA PÀÈµÁÚAiÀÄ ªÀÄÄSÉÃ ±ÀÄzÁÞZÀªÀÄ¤ÃAiÀÄA ¸ÀªÀÄ¥ÀðAiÀiÁ«Ä| 
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Say the first sentence below, imagine that you are giving a bath to Sri Krishna , show a little 
water in the spoon to the fire and leave it in the deposit bowl. Say the second sentence below, 
imagine that you are giving drinking water to Sri Krishna ’s mouth after bath, show a little water 
in the spoon to the fire and leave it in the deposit bowl. 
 

NA QèÃA PÀÈµÁÚAiÀÄ ¸Áß£Á£ÀAvÀgÀA DZÀªÀÄ¤ÃAiÀÄA ¸ÀªÀÄ¥ÀðAiÀiÁ«Ä| 
 
Say the line below, imagine that you are offering a pair of nice clothes (one in the top and one in 
the bottom, i.e. like a shirt and a pant) and offer a few akshatas to the idol and the fire. 
 

NA QèÃA PÀÈµÁÚAiÀÄ ªÀ¸ÁÛçtÂ zsÁgÀAiÀiÁ«Ä| 
 
Say the line below, imagine that you are offering a yajnopaveetam (sacred thread) and offer a 
few akshatas to the idol and the fire. 
 

NA QèÃA PÀÈµÁÚAiÀÄ AiÀÄeÉÆÕÃ¥À«ÃvÀA ¸ÀªÀÄ¥ÀðAiÀiÁ«Ä| 
 
Say the line below, imagine that you are offering nice jewelry and offer a few akshatas to the 
idol and the fire. 
 

NA QèÃA PÀÈµÁÚAiÀÄ D s̈ÀgÀuÁ¤ ¸ÀªÀÄ¥ÀðAiÀiÁ«Ä| 
 
Say the line below and offer a little bit of sandalwood paste, turmeric powder, kumkum powder 
and akshatas to the idol and the fire. If you don’t have all these, just sprinkle a few akshatas on 
the idol and the fire. 
 

NA QèÃA PÀÈµÁÚAiÀÄ UÀAzsÁ£ï zsÁgÀAiÀiÁ«Ä| ºÀjzÁæ PÀÄAPÀÄªÀÄA ¸ÀªÀÄ¥ÀðAiÀiÁ«Ä| CPÀëvÁ£ï ¸ÀªÀÄ¥ÀðAiÀiÁ«Ä| 
 
Keep sprinkling a few flowers or flower petals or akshatas on the idol and the fire while reading 
the following 16 names of Sri Krishna . Make sure you put very little amount of materials in the 
fire, so that you don’t extinguish it accidentally. Offer most things to the idol instead. Just offer a 
token amount in the fire. 
 

NA QèÃA PÀÈµÁÚAiÀÄ ¥ÀÅµÉàöÊB ¥ÀÇdAiÀiÁ«Ä|  
 
Say the following line and show the incense stick lighted before to the fire and the idol. 
 

NA QèÃA PÀÈµÁÚAiÀÄ zsÀÆ¥ÀA DWÁæ¥ÀAiÀiÁ«Ä| 
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Say the following line and show the lamp lighted before to the fire and the idol. Then show a 
little water in the spoon to the fire and idol and leave it in the deposit bowl. 
 

NA QèÃA PÀÈµÁÚAiÀÄ ¢Ã¥ÀA zÀ±ÀðAiÀiÁ«Ä| DZÀªÀÄ¤ÃAiÀÄA ¸ÀªÀÄ¥ÀðAiÀiÁ«Ä| 
 
Say the first sentence below, show one of the two food items you prepared (or fruits) to god and 
imagine that he tasted it. If you know the standard procedure of offering naivedyam with the 
Gayatri mantra, you can do it. Else, don’t worry and just say the line below. When saying the 
second line, imagine that you are offering a nice taamboolam (paan) to Sri Krishna  and offer 
some akshatas in their place to the idol and the fire. 
 

NA QèÃA PÀÈµÁÚAiÀÄ £ÉÊªÉÃzÀåA ¸ÀªÀÄ¥ÀðAiÀiÁ«Ä| vÁA§Æ®A ¸ÀªÀÄ¥ÀðAiÀiÁ«Ä| 
 
Place a little camphor on a camphor container or a plate, light it and make a clockwise vertical 
circle in the air with the plate in front of the fire. Say the line below while you do it. 
 

NA QèÃA PÀÈµÁÚAiÀÄ PÀ¥ÀÇðgÀ¤ÃgÁd£ÀA ¸ÀªÀÄ¥ÀðAiÀiÁ«Ä| 
 
Take a small flower (or some akshatas) in your right hand, say the following and offer the flower 
to the idol (and perhaps a couple of petals into the fire). If you know “Narayana Sooktam” and/or 
Mantrapushpam (and if you have time), read them first and then say the line below. Otherwise, 
just this line will do. Imagine that you are offering a flower that captures the essence of all 
mantras. 
 

NA QèÃA PÀÈµÁÚAiÀÄ ªÀÄAvÀæ¥ÀÅµÀàA ¸ÀªÀÄ¥ÀðAiÀiÁ«Ä| 
 
Say the following and bow before Sri Krishna  mentally. Of course, you can also get up, go 
around the homa kundam once or thrice and bow down (or kneel down or lie down) in front of 
the fire, if you are not in a hurry. If someone looks at you from the roof or sky, it should look 
like you are going around the fire in clockwise directions. 
 

NA QèÃA PÀÈµÁÚAiÀÄ ¥ÀæzÀQët £ÀªÀÄ¸ÁÌgÁ£ï ¸ÀªÀÄ¥ÀðAiÀiÁ«Ä| 
 
While you do all this, make sure that the fire gets going. Keep placing more dry coconut pieces if 
necessary to keep the fire going. It may be tricky the first few times, but you will get used to it. 
When necessary, you can sprinkle a little camphor powder in the fire to make it bigger. 
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Appendix C: Practical Tips and Hints 
 
Here are some hints related to practical aspects of homam: 
 
(1) In the beginning, there may be problems with maintaining the fire. New dry coconut pieces 
(or wood pieces) have to be put in the fire while old pieces are still burning, in order to keep the 
fire going. One’s ability to estimate how long a dry coconut piece can sustain fire will improve 
with time. 
 
(2) If the fire completely goes away, sprinkling some camphor powder on the hot pieces can 
bring the fire back. That fire can be sustained by placing new pieces. 
 
(3) If only a small amount of akshatas are offered during pooja (one or two akshatas each time) 
and placed on a coconut piece, they will eventually burn. 
 
(4) When offering a flower, if only a petal is placed on a coconut piece and the rest of the flower 
is placed near the idol, it has a better chance of burning fully in the fire without creating 
problems to the fire. Of course, in a homam performed with a big fire, full flowers burn easily. 
 
(5) If small amounts are offered, it works better (when the fire is also small). 
 
(6) If merely a drop of ghee is offered each time, less smoke is generated. 
 
(7) Wood generates smoke. But dry coconut generates very little smoke. It generates smokes 
mainly at the end when the fire goes away. If the homa kundam is close to a window and the 
window is opened at the end, that may be sufficient to drive the little smoke out. 
 
(8) Apart from mantras of Sri Krishna , mantras of other deities can be offered in the fire while 
imagining them to be different manifestations of Sri Krishna . 
 
(9) It is a very good idea to keep the body as still as possible, with minimal movement of only 
those body parts that must move (e.g. arm and mouth). It will maximize the positive spiritual 
benefit from homam. 
 
(10) It is a good idea to keep atleast two coconut pieces burning all the time. Even if the fire in 
one becomes weak, the other piece can help re-ignite it. 
 
(11) If one puts a lot of oil or ghee in a pan and heats it, it generates smoke as the ghee burns. If 
one puts too little oil in a pan and tries to fry vegetables, they burn and generate smoke. If one 
puts the right balance of oil and vegetables, they get cooked properly and there is no smoke. 
Similarly, if one puts the right balance of ghee and solid materials, they burn without smoke. 
There will be some smoke only at the end, when the fire goes off. Wood, on the other hand, is 
different from dry coconut and generates more smoke. 
 
 


